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Dear Friend and Benefactor: 


We are calling you “friend and 
benefactor” for we feel that you 
want to help in the education and 


training of our colored young men_ 


ae 


to the priesthood and the religious 
life. You can help us by praying for 
the success of our work, and that is 
exactly what we want you to do. We 
want you to help make up a very 
numerous army of praying friends 
who will call down God’s blessings 
on this work and thus insure its 
future existence. 


We are sending you St. Augus- 
tine’s Messenger regularly every 
other month, and hope thereby to 
keep in steady association with you. 
In the Messenger we will give you 
the timely topics in the Negro 
World. We shall devote a whole page 
to the news and activities at the 
Seminary, under the title “LISTEN- 
ING IN.” That page shall be handled 
by none-other than the Newshawk 
of the Air. Another section shall be 
devoted to the novena in honor ot 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help. Thru 
this we shal] take care of your spirit- 
ual needs. 


As often as you receive St. Augus- 
tine’s Messenger we are assured that 
you are remembering us in your 
prayers, and at the same time it 
awakens in you the interest you have 
in our work for the spiritual welfare 
of the colored people of this country. 


Let us hope that great blessings 
may come to you and to the Semin- 
ary thru St. Augustine’s Messenger, 
especially thru the novena to Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. 


Burn a Vigil Light in our Seminary Chapel. 


Post Office of Bay St. Louis, 


Published Quarterly by St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Entered as second class matter mage 26, 1926, at the 


iss., under the Act of Editor, Rev. N. L. SCHULER, S..V. D. 
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COME ON YOU RASCALS 


A zealous missionary in New Bern, 
N. C. writes to the editor of OUR 
CGLORED- MISSIONS > “tf wish you 
could have seen our church yester- 
day (Sunday)! ’Twas packed! I felt 
so happy about it that I preached 
’til I was hoarse. Ah, yes, this mis- 
sion work is filled with worries and 
cares, but when I see the fervor of 
my children, I’m willing to endure 
much more. Come on—you rascals 
—worries, financial difficulties, dis- 
couragements, anxieties, come on! 
I’m ready for more if only I can win 
the souls of God’s despised ones.” 


What a rugged missionary! And 
yet this is only one of almost three 
hundred rriests, men of God, work- 
ing night and day for the conversion 
of their black brethren. What a pity 
that their work must be hampered 
by lack of financial means, whilst 
they themselves are burning with 
zeal for their Father’s work! 


THE S. V. D. MISSIONS IN THE UNITED STATES 


All the S. V. D. Missions in the United States are making a good 
showing. Not counting the Japanese Mission in San Francisco, nor St. 
Patrick’s Parish in Oakland, Calif., which has only about fifty Negro 
Catholics, nor St. Norbert’s at Techny, IIL, 
the S. V. D. stations in this country number 22. Of this number, 16 have 
resident priests and 6 are dependent, i.e. attached to and attended from, 
a main station. One of these is attended from the mission at Jackson, 
Miss.; another from Pointe a la Hache, La.; 
attended from Belle Chasse, La. In charge of these 22 missions and the 
Seminary at Bay St. Louis, Miss., there are 38 S. V. D. fathers. There are - 

| 13 at the Seminary; 3 at St. Elizabeth’s in Chicago; 2 at St. Anselm’s 
in Chicago; 3 at St. Nicholas’ in St. Louis, Mo.; 
of Mary, Lafayette, La.; and 2 at Holy Ghost, Jackson, Miss.; The 


stations have one father each. 


Altogether the souls entrusted to your care in these 22 mission sta- 
tions number 10,370; of these about 1,920 are white—French, Germans, 
Italians, Irish, ete.—while the remaining 8,450 are colored people. In our 
mission schools there are 3,700 Negro children with 82 Sisters and 12 


lay teachers. 


NOV., 1935 
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NEGRO PRIESTS BUSY 


Our four colored fathers in Lafay- 
ette, La., are being kept very busy. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 
where they are stationed, has a 
Catholic population of 1,767. Many 
of the people are Fr2nch-speaking, 
and so confessions have to be heard 
in both French and English, and for 
some of the older people, even cat- 
echism instructions have to be givén 
in French or Creole. 

The fathers have done and are still 
doing much extra-parochial work. 
They do Sunday supply work in 
many nearby towns in Louisiana, e.g. 
Mamou, Scott, Mauriceville, New 
Roads, Breaux Bridge, Crowley, 
Broussardville. They have preached 
nine-day Novenas in honor of the 
Sacred Heart and of St. Joseph in 
New Orleans, La., and in Port 
Arthur, Texas. They have also given 
the following missions: one week at 
St. Paulinus’ Church, City Price, La.; 
one week at Sacred Heart Church, 
Port Arthur, Texas; two weeks at 
Mother of Mercy Church, Houston, 
Texas; Four weeks at Brusley, La.; 
one week at St. Joseph’s Church, 
Meridian, Miss. Last month one of 
the fathers gave a mission at Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
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which is an all white parish, 


and the remaining four are 


4 at Immaculate Heart 
other 
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For one dollar your light will burn during the novena. 


INTENTIONS: 


Dear Friend: 


Charity towards the Poor Souls 
should be characteristic of those 
who are devoted to, and who strive 
to imitate the Blessed Virgin. Our 
charity should embrace all, even 
those who are outside this world. 
Let us pray during this month for 
our departed parents, brothers, sis- 
ters and friends; for all who have 
done good to us spiritually or 
temporally, and for any soul suf- 
fering thru our fault, example, or 
seduction. What a blessed thing it 
is that we who remain behind are 
able to help those who have gone 
before! When they have passed 
out of sight and no visible bond 
unites us to them, the purity of our 
affection is really an aggravation 
of our pain. But our happiness re- 
turns when we are reminded that 
by our prayers and good deeds we 
are able to help them. Therefore, 
during this month of November, 
help the Poor Souls to the utmost 
of your ability. Recommend them 
to the Blessed Virgin, who yearns 
to help them. 
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OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


\ November 1—9. For the Poor Souls in Purgatory 
( December I1—9. For Frequent Holy Communion 
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My dear friends, you nourish 
your body daily with food, and if 
you abstain from eating for twenty- 
four hours, you grow weak, and be- 
come incapable of attending to your 
usual employment. The soul has 
need of nourishment as well as the 
body, and if it is deprived of its 
proper food, it becomes faint and 
languid, and will die a spiritual 
death. Why will you starve with 
spiritual hunger when you have 
within your grasp the Bread of 
Life? Why will you be parched with 
thirst when you can be refreshed 
at the Fountain of Living Waters? 
Why shiver with cold when vou 
can be warmed by the Fire of 
Divine Love? Why languish and 
pine away with disease of sin when 
your heavenly Physician is so near 
at hand? “Except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you shall not have life in 


you.” Resolve with this novena to 
receive your Savior as often as 
possible—the oftener the better. 


Pray to Mary for help. 


REMEMBER YOUR DEPARTED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS ON ALL SouLs’ DAY 


Cardinal Baronius relates that there was 
once a holy man lying in the agony of 
death, whom the devil was tempting with 
thoughts of despair. During the whole 
course of his life, this man had done much 
for the repose of the souls in purgatory. In 
the midst of the darkness, he suddenly saw 
thousands of heavenly spirits, clad in shin- 
ing armor, fighting in his defense against 
the Evil One. 

“Who are you, O blessed beings, who 


Write the names of your dead relatives 
and friends on the slip on the bottom of 
this page and mail it before November 2. 
For all those whose names are sent: 


1. One Mass will be said every day 
during the Novena to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help—November 1—9. 


2. A Solemn High Mass of Requiem 
will be sung on All Souls’ Day. 


3. The Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers, | 
and students will remember them in pray- 
ers every day during the month of Nov- 
ember; by Special Prayers during the Nov- 
ena; in the Holy Hour on the First Friday; 
and on All Souls’ Day. 


———- 


Iu the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
Remember the Poor Souls of 


thus defend me?” “We are those souls,” 
was the answer, “whom by your prayers, 
penances, and Masses you have released 
from purgatory, and we have come to con- 
duct you to heaven.” 

It is, therefore, a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead that they may 
be loosed from their sins. Remember the 
Poor Souls now, so that, when they enter 
into their eternal home, they may inter- 
cede for you. 

Follow the souls of your friends into 
eternity. From the judgment-seat follow 
them into their prison, where their angels 
conduct them, and our prayers, as it were, 
rain down incessantly on those fires. We 
pray for them at our public services; and 
at our private devotions. There is scarcely 
a day in which the Holy Sacrifice is not 
offered for these suffering souls; there 
are many in the Church who have given to 
God all the merits of their lives, their 
prayers, fastings and almsdeeds for the 
souls in purgatory. With all this, dear 
friends, if we consider how great are the 
sufferings of those poor souls, we shall see 
how really uncharitable we are and how 
unreasonable it is that we do so very little. 


Five years ago the Negro Aposto- 
late was begun in the city of Newark, 
New Jersey. Today Our Lady Queen 
of the Angels’ Church, with its three 
missions, has a congregation of 
1,700 colored Catholics of whom 
1000 are converts. A few weeks ago 
the one-thousandth convert, Charles 
E. Coles, was baptized by the Most 
Reverend Thomas J. Walsh, Bishop 
of Newark. Mr. Coles is believed to 
be the first Negro ever to be pub- 
licly baptized by a Bishop in the 
United States. Reverend Cornelius 
J. Ahern is the pastor of Queen of 
the Angels’ Church. 


pn ae 

The Denver Register reports: that 
a survey taken by four Capuchin 
seminarians of 4,254 colored people 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin showed 
that 95% of them were favorable to 
the Catholic Church. St. Benedict 
the Moor Mission in Milwaukee is 
conducted by the Capuchin Fathers. 


— 

Catholics in this country and in 
Peru are becoming very much inter- 
ested in the promotion of the cause 
of the canonization of Blessed Mar- 


tin de Porres. Blessed Martin, an 
American Negro, was born in Peru 
in 1579. He became a Dominican lay 
Brother, and distinguished himself 
by his patient humility and charit- 
able kindness to all, even to dumb 
beasts who, on this account readily 
obeyed his commands. Though Mar- 
tin never left Peru he was seen sev- 
eral times in Japan, China, and 
Africa helping the poor slaves there. 
He died in 1639 in the odor of sanct- 
ity, and was beatified by Pope 
Gregory XVI. Leaflets containing a 
description of Martin’s life and a 
prayer for his canonization may be 
obtained from THE TORCH, 141 
East Sixty-Fifth Street, New York, 
No-Y. 
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Xavier University of New Or- 
leans, the only Negro Catholic Uni- 
versity in the United States, just 
conducted the FERA Teacher Train- 
ing Center for teachers of adult 
classes in the state of Louisiana. The 
course lasted three weeks and was 
conducted by the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament with the aid of 
graduates of Xavier who are now 
teaching in the Public School System 
of New Orleans. About 300 persons 
were enrolled in the course. Xaiver 
University is an affiliated member 


of the National Catholic Educational 
Association, the American Associa- 
tion of Colleges of Pharmacy, the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges, the Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools for Negro 
Youth of the Southern Region, the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, and the As- 
sociation of American Colleges. 
—_—___9——____ 

Commenting on the resolutions 
passed by the Ninth National Con- 
vention of the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade held in Dubuque, 
Iowa, August 6-9, THE WITNESS, 
official Catholic weekly of the Arch- 
diocese of Dubuque, says: “Perhaps 
the most significant was that which 
renewed the pledge of the Crusade 
organization to promote personal in- 
terest among all of its members in 
the Negro Apostolate. The resolu- 
tion put the C. S. M. C. on record as 
opposing all un-American and anti- 
Catholic principles embodied in race 
prejudice; urges that all Crusaders 
refrain from acts and words which 
might blind the Negro to the true 
nature of Christianity, and urges 
them to continue recognition of the 
Negro’s right, as a human being and 
a citizen, to the essential opportuni- 
ties of life and the full measure of 
social justice.” 

———_() : 

Here is an excerpt of a sad letter 
written to Father Kramer, Editor of 
OUR COLORED MISSIONS. It was 
written by a poor missionary father, 
A. J. Baumgartner, C. S. Sp., who is 
laboring in one of the poverty-strick- 
en Colored Missions of Louisiana. 
“+. In the hour of distress we cry 
out to you to reach us a helping 
hand. The times were already hard 
enough but we are in for worse .... 
This is a district exclusively rural. 
Farming is our staff and stay .... 
And now thousands of acres of cot- 
ton and corn are under water.... 


Many cabins have been abandoned. 
Some people are now housing in box- 
cars at the railroad station. Others 
have come to the front where stables 
and barns are offered them for liv- 
ing quarters. And the water is still 
rising .... unspeakable loss and ruin 
have been caused by the flood and 
the poor are poorer still. So you see 
that a poor country pastor cannot 
expect much, if anything, by way of 
monetary contributions. I’m not com- 
plaining. I'll make out for myself. 
But I want to tell you how much we 
stand in need of your kindness and 
your charity—more than ever—to 
enable us to keep the school in oper- 
ation.” 
—_—_—_0 


Negroes form 50.2% of the total 
population of the State of Missis- 
sippi. Sixteen years ago a move- 
ment was started to get a Negro hos- 
pital in Jackson; for some reason or 
other the movement never got very 
far. Now comes the PITTSBURGH- 
COURIER with the announcement 
that Reverend Amos Carnegie of 
New York, founder and executive 
secretary of the Negro National Hos- 
pital Fund, is seeking the coopera- 
tion of the Mississippi medical pro- 
fession and State officials in the 
establishment of Negro hospitals in 
Jackson, Meridian and Vicksburg, 
the three largest cities in the State. 
God grant that he may succeed. 


0 


During the past school year the 
Catholic Board for Mission Work 
Among the Colored People distribut- 
ed each month the sum of $7,372.50 
among ninety-three poor Missions. 
In forty of these the Board support- 
ed the entire staff of teachers. Thus, 
thru the generosity of the Catholic 
Board and its all-too few friends and 
benefactors, 20,000 poor little Negro 
children were enabled to receive 
another year of Catholic education. 
This was not done without a strug- 
gle, however, for every cent of this 
money had to be collected either by 
letter or by personal begging tours. 
The Director-General, the Reverend 
Edward C. Kramer, D. D., 154 Nas- 
sau Street, New York city, deserves 
the gratitude of all Catholics, be- 
cause supporting the Missions is a 
Catholic work, and that means 
“UNIVERSAL.” 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE DECEMBER NOVENA! 
Cut out and mail to St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


_Name 7 
Address 


City and State 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


INTENTIONS: 


Dear Friend: 


Charity towards the Poor Souls 
should be characteristic of those 
who are devoted to, and who strive 
to imitate the Blessed Virgin. Our 
charity should embrace all, even 
those who are outside this world. 
Let us pray during this month for 
our departed parents, brothers, sis- 
ters and friends; for all who have 
dong, good to us— spiritually or 
temporally, and for any soul suf- 
fering thru our fault, example, or 
seduction. What a blessed thing it 
is that we who remain behind are 
able to help those who have gone 
before! When they have passed 
out of sight and no visible bond 
unites us to them, the purity of our 
affection is really an aggravation 
of our pain. But our happiness re- 
turns when we are reminded that 
by our prayers and good deeds we 
are able to help them. Therefore, 
during this month of November, 
help the Poor Souls to the utmost 
of your ability. Recommend them 
to the Blessed Virgin, who yearns 
to help them. 


\ November 1—9. For the Poor Souls in Purgatory 


/ December I—9. For Frequent Holy Communion 


REMEMBER YOUR DEPARTED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS ON ALL SOULS’ DAY 


Cardinal Baronius relates that there was 
once a holy man lying in the 
death, whom the devil was tempting with 
thoughts of despair. During the whole 
course of his life, this man had done much 
for the repose of the souls in purgatory. In 
the midst of the darkness, he suddenly saw 
thousands of heavenly spirits, clad in shin- 
ine armor, fighting in his defense against 
the Evil One. 

“Who are you, 0 blesse d beings, who 
thus defend me?” “We are those souls,” 
was the answer, “whom by your prayers, 
penanees, and Masses you have released 
from purgatory, and we have come to con- 
duct you to heaven.” 

It is, therefore, a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead that they may 
be loosed trom their sins. Remember the 
Poor Souls now, so that, when they enter 
into their eternal home, they may inter- 
cede for you. 

Follow the souls of your friends into 
eternity. From the judgment-seat follow 
them into their prison, where their angels 
conduct them, and our prayers, as it were, 
rain down incessantly on those fires. We 
pray for them at our public services; and 
at our private devotions. There is scarcely 
a day in which the Holy Sacrifice is not 
offered for these suffering souls; there 
are many in the Church who have given to 
God all the merits of their lives, their 
prayers, fastings and almsdeeds for the 
souls in purgatory. With all this, dear 


friends, if we consider how great are the 
sufferings of those poor souls, we shall see 
how really uncharitable we are and how 
unreasonable it is that we do so very little. 


agony of 


Write the names of your dead relatives 
and friends on the slip on the bottom of 
this page and mail it before November 2. 
For all those whose names are sent: 


1. One Mass will be said every day 
during the Novena to Our Mother of 


Perpetual Help—November 1—9. 


| 
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My dear friends, you nourish 
your body daily with food, and if 
vou abstain from eating for twenty- 
four hours, you grow weak, and be- 
come incapable of attending to your 
usual employment. The soul has 
need of nourishment as well as the 
body, and if it is deprived of its 
proper food, it becomes faint and 
languid, and will die a spiritua! 
death. Why will you starve with 
spiritual hunger when you have 
within vour grasp the Bread of 
Life? Why will you be parched with 
thirst when you can be refreshed 
at the Fountain of Living Waters” 
Why shiver with cold when, vou 
can be warmed by the Fire of 
Divine Love? Why languish and 
pine away with disease of sin when 
your heavenly Physician is so near 
at hand? “Except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you shall not have life in 
you.” Resolve with this novena to 
receive your Savior as 
the oftener 
Pray to Mary for help. 


often as 


possible the better. 


Iu the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 


2. A Solemn High Mass of 
will be sung on All Souls’ Day. 


Requiem 


3. The Fathers, Seminarians, Brothers, 
and students will remember them in pray- 
ers every day during the month of Nov- 
ember; by Special Prayers during the Nov- 
ena; in the Holy Hour on the First Friday: 
and on All Souls’ Day. 


Remember the Poor Souls of 
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Five years ago the Negro Aposto- 
late was begun in the city of Newark, 
New Jersey. Today Our Lady Queen 
of the Angels’ Church, with its three 
missions, has a congregation of 
1,700 colored) Catholics of whom 
1000 are converts. A few weeks ago 
the one-thousandth convert, Charles 
Kk. Coles, was baptized by the Most 
Reverend Thomas J. Walsh, Bishop 
of Newark. Mr. Coles is believed to 
be the first Negro ever to be pub- 
licly baptized by a Bishop in the 
United States. Reverend Cornelius 
J. Ahern is the pastor of Queen of 
the Angels’ Church. 

O- 

The Denver Register reports: that 
a survey taken by four Capuchin 
seminarians of 4,254 colored people 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin showed 
that 95‘: of them were favorable to 
the Catholic Church. St. Benedict 
the Moor Mission in Milwaukee is 
conducted by the Capuchin Fathers. 

-O 

Catholics in this country and in 
Peru are becoming very much inter- 
ested in the promotion of the cause 
of the canonization of Blessed Mar- 
tin de Porres. Blessed Martin, an 
American Negro, was born in Peru 
in 1579. He became a Dominican lay 
Brother, and distinguished himself 
by his patient humility and charit- 
able kindness to all, even to dumb 
beasts who, on this account readily 
obeyed his commands. Though Mar- 
tin never left Peru he was seen sev- 
eral times in Japan, China, and 
Africa helping the poor slaves there. 
He died in 1639 in the odor of sanct- 
ity, and was beatified by Pope 
Gregory XVI. Leaflets containing a 
description of Martin’s life and a 
prayer for his canonization may be 
obtained trom THE TORCH, 141 
East Sixty-Fifth Street, New York, 
Na Xe 
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Xavier University of New Or- 
leans, the only Negro Catholic Uni- 
versity in the United States, just 
conducted the FERA Teacher Train- 
ing Center for teachers of adult 
classes in the state of Louisiana. The 
course lasted three weeks and was 
conducted by the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament with the aid of 
eraduates of Xavier who are now 
teaching in the Public School System 
of New Orleans. About 300 persons 
were enrolled in the course. Xaiver 
University is an affiliated member 


of the National Catholic Educational 
Association, the American Associa- 
tion of Colleges of Pharmacy, the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges, the Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools for Negro 
Youth of the Southern Region, the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, and the As- 
sociation of American Colleges. 
SSA Os 

Commenting on the resolutions 
passed by the Ninth National Con- 
vention of the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade held in Dubuque, 
Iowa, August 6-9, THE WITNESS, 
official Catholic weekly of the Arch- 
diocese of Dubuque, says: “Perhaps 
the most significant was that which 
renewed the pledge of the Crusade 
crganization to promote personal in- 
terest among all of its members in 
the Negro Apostolate. The resolu- 
tion put the C. S. M. C. on record as 
opposing all un-American and anti- 
Catholic principles embodied in race 
prejudice; urges that all Crusaders 
refrain from acts and words which 
might blind the Negro to the truce 
nature of Christianity, and urges 
them to continue recognition of the 
Negro’s right, as a human being and 
a citizen, to the essential opportuni- 
ties of life and the full measure of 
social justice.” 
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Here is an excerpt of a sad letter 
written to Father Kramer, Editor of 
OUR COLORED MISSIONS. It was 
written by a poor missionary father, 
A. J. Baumgariner, C. S. Sp., who is 
laboring in one of the poverty-strick- 
en Colored Missions of Louisiana. 
“~...In the hour of distress we cry 
out to vou to reach us a_ helping 
hand. The times were already hard 
enough but we are in for worse... . 
This is a district exclusively rural. 
Farming is our staff and stay .... 
And now thousands of acres of cot- 
ton and corn are under water . 


Many cabins have been abandoned. 
Some people are now housing in box 
cars at the railroad station. Others 
have come to the front where stables 
and barns are offered them for liv- 
ing quarters. And the water is still 
rising .... unspeakable loss and ruin 
have been caused by the flood and 
the poor are poorer still. So you see 
that a poor country pastor cannot 
expect much, if anything, by way of 
monetary contributions. I'm not com- 
plaining. I'll make out for myself. 
But I want to tell you how much we 
stand in need of your Kindness and 
your charity—more than ever—-to 
enable us to keep the school in oper 
ation.” 
-~() 


Nevroes form 50.2’ of the total 
population of the State of Missis- 
sippi. Sixteen years ago a move- 
ment Was started to get a Negro hos 
pital in Jackson; for some reason or 
other the movement never got very 
far. Now comes the PITTSBURGH- 
COURIER with the announcement 
that Reverend Amos Carnegie of 
New York, founder: and executive 
secretary of the Negro National Hos- 
pital Fund, is seeking the coopers- 
tion of the Mississippi medical pro- 
fession and State officials in the 
establishment of Negro hospitals in 
Jackson, Meridian and Vicksbury, 
the three largest cities in the State 
God grant that he may succeed, 


During the past school year the 
Catholic Board for Mission Work 
Among the Colored People distribut- 
ed each month the sum of $7,372.50 
among ninety-three poor Missions 
In forty of these the Board support- 
ed the entire staff of teachers. Thus, 
thru the generosity of the Catholic 
Board and its all-too few friends and 
benefactors, 20,000 poor little Negro 
children were enabled to receive 
another year of Catholic education. 
This was not done without a struy- 
vle, however, for every cent of this 
money had to be collected either by 
letter or by personal begging tours. 
The Director-General, the Reverend 
Edward C. Kramer, D. D., 154 Nas- 
sau Street, New York city, deserves 
the gratitude of all Catholics, be- 
cause supporting the Missions is a 
Catholic work, and that 
“UNIVERSAL.” 
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MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE DECEMBER NOVENA! 


Cut out and mail to St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss 


Dear Father: 


Pleese request the Fathers, 


Name 
A ddress 


Citv and Siate 


seminarians, 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Helj 


brothers and students 


Novena 


Announcer: “Good evening, ladies and 
gentlemen, this is station WSAS at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. It is our pleasure 
to present again during this coming year, 
and begin tonight, as a special feature, 
over the Nutwork Network, the Newshawk 
of the air, and news-gatherer-extraordi- 
nary, who will describe to you with speech 
quicker than the eye the momentous news 
events of the past few months. Ladies 
and gentlemen, Mr. Newshawk. Take it 
away.” 

Greetings, Miss Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and points North—East—South 
—West—greetings and sal-u-ta-tions. Are 
you listening, folks? The news? Here 
it is. 

Getting back to those vacation days here 
at the Seminary I have a good deal to say. 
But the high lights of vacation is all that 
I can give you here. On July 2, the semi- 
narians, brother novices, students and such 
members of the faculty as were still nome, 
crowded into our two jitney-buses. They 
were Lafayette bound. Off toa good start 
that memorable morning, they burnt up 
the highway from Bay St. Louis to Lafay- 
ette. It was a fine trip on the whole. 
Speeding over excellent roads and bridges, 
those monuments to the late Senator Long, 
made the trip agreeable. But they nearly 
had the batteries shaken out of their cars 
while skidding, bumping, and jarring along 
the rural buggy-lanes in the hinterland 
of the Pelican State. Everyone was glad 
enough to stop now and then, disentangle 
arms and legs from among the suitcases 
and what-not, and stretch them out once 
more. After a short stretch, off again. 
All breathed a sigh of relief when they 
pulled up at the parish conducted by the 
colored fathers. It was exactly 6 bells. 
Right in time for supper. Everyone felt 
at home. One of the pilgrims has this to 
say of the parish. “The four fathers 
surely have an_ excellent mission. The 
church, rectory and school are as good as 
any other parish plant we saw along the 
way. The parishioners, too, are cheerful 
and hospitable. Of course most of the 
youngsters (there are close to a hundred 
of them this year) want to come to the 
Seminary. They sent a representative 
this year to try things out. These pil- 
grims stayed with the colored fathers until 
July 4. The return was uneventful. All 
arrived safe at the Seminary the same day. 


The seminarians were out to gain all 
the experience they could this summer. 
The Liturgical Club, to which all the 
seminarians belong, was still active. These 
seminarians would not be satisfied till 
they had seen and heard the Office chanted 
in monastic style. The luckless Prefect 
was so badgered that he at last was com- 
pelled to take his charges for a trip to St. 
Joseph’s Abbey, Covington, La., about 
seventy miles distant from here. Again 
the ancient “prairie-wagon’” circled the 
path around the seminary building, turned 
right and took to the Spanish Trail. Be- 
fore long they arrived at the monastery. 
After observing the sons of St. Benedict, 
chant the Office and celebrate a conventual 


Mass, the seminarians inspected the Abbey, 
buildings and grounds. Having refreshed 
themselves with a swim, they hoisted 
themselves aboard the “covered-wagon” 
and hit the highway for home. 


During the summer months, the Rev- 
erend professors were kept “pleasantly” 
busy with “supply work” at different par- 
ishes, near and far. New Roads, La., 
Pointe a la Hache, La., Biloxi, Miss., were 
attended to by various fathers at different 
times. This gave them a change of 
scenery, so necessary after nine months 
of teaching. The Reverend Joseph Shendill, 
S.V.D., was stationed at Edgar, La., during 
the whole summer. The Reverend Norbert 
Schuler, S.V.D., packed up his suitcase and 
made for the interior of Mississippi. He 
spent the summer at Greenwood, Miss. 
The C. S. M. C. Convention at Dubuque, 
Iowa, August 6 to 9, had as our delegate 
the Reverend William Bauers, S.V.D., and 
the seminarian Clarence Howard, S.V.D. 
The Reverend Christian Baker, S.V.D., 
spent a few weeks at Techny, Illinois. 


This year saw the usual migration of 
Professors. During the summer the Rev- 
erend Cletus Hodapp, S.V.D., Procurator 
and professor of Science and Church His- 
tory, was called to Techny, Illinois, to 
assist the busy Provincial Procurator. The 
Procurator at the Seminary fell to the lot 
of the Reverend William Bauers, S.V.D. 
The next one to pack up his belongings 
was the Reverend Matthew Jacoby. S.V.D., 
Assistant Prefect of the Students, and 
Professor of Hebrew and Exegesis. He 
was transferred to Girard, Pa., to continue 
his activities as Assistant Prefect of the 
college. In return for the loss we received 
the Reverend Lawrence Friedel, S.V.D., 
for Biblical Studies; the Reverend William 
Williams, S.V.D., as professor of Philos- 
ophy and Apologetics. The Reverend 
Peter de Boer, S.V.D., arrived here and is 
preparing himself for future activities in 
the Southland. To fill the place of the 
Assistant Prefect, the Reverend Jerome 
Haynes, S.V.D., migrated South. Last but 
not least we received another lay-teacher 
in the person of Mr. Silvester Beyer. All 
the new professors have already been 
initiated in the mysteries of eating “Gum- 
bo.” the famous Creole dish. 


The closing event of the summer was 
a surprise but welcome visit from the Most 
Reverend Joseph Francis Rummel, D.D., 


Archbishop of New Orleans, La. His Ex- 
cellency dropped in on us one Saturday 
afternoon on his way back to his Episcopal 
See from a visit to one of the Gulf Coast 
towns. The buildings and grounds were 
inspected by His Excellency. He expressed 
his desire of returning for a visit in the 
early fall. The students are already glee- 
fully rubbing their hands in expectation of 
a free-day. 


On September 6, we opened our doors 
and received our students, old and new. 
This year we have an enrollment of 48 
students in high school and college, and 
13 in the Major Seminary studying Philos- 


ophy and Theology. This gives us an in- 
crease over all former years and a total 
of 61 students studying for the priesthood 
in the Society of the Divine Word. These 
students come from about twenty different 
states. They are all down at work now, 
plugging away at their books. At present 
there are three novices at East Troy. Wis- 
consin—the Novitiate of the Society. Be- 
sides the students studying for the priest- 
hood there are 14 colored young men pre- 
paring themselves for the brotherhood of 
the Society. These fourteen men are the 
first to apply within the first year since 
the official opening of the colored broth- 
erhood. These young men attend to the 
office, garden, laundry. They also do 
tailoring, painting, carpentering and do- 
mestic occupations. This year the profes- 
sorial staff has been increased to thirteen 
priests and two lay teachers. All the 
classes in the high school, college and 
Major Seminary are conducted by the 
fifteen professors. With this line up we 
began another year. School days began on 
Monday, September 9. Just when one be- 
comes accustomed to overlook an alarm 
clock, and begin to really relax and enjoy 
the temporary role of a gentleman of 
leisure . . . presto—the curtain is wrung 
down, and its hip-pity-hop back to_ the 
daily grind. Rumor has it that the Rev- 
erend Procurator’s hair turned several 
shades whiter, as he surveyed the pos- 
sibility, rather I should say impossibility, 
of squeezing 87—for this is the number 
of our community—into our little chapel. 
Our only way out is the new chapel which 
we intend to build. 


In preparation for the year’s strenuous 
program, Fathers, scholastics and students 
went on retreat. The Rt. Reverend Abbot 
Columban of St. Joseph’s Abbey, Coving- 
ton, La., conducted the retreat for the 
faculty. The Reverend Master of Novices, 
Charles Reinelt, S.V.D., spent eight days 
in helping the seminarians to regain some 
of their novitiate fervor. Then as soon as 
the newcomers had learnt the art of keep- 
ing silence in the corridors, the Reverend 
Norbert. Schuler, S.V.D., piloted the stu- 
dents thru their spiritual renewel. Now 
everybody is set to go. The race is on. 


Vicksburg, Miss. Reverend Francis 
Tetzlaff, S.V.D., pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church, former missionary in Africa for 
six years, and professor at St. Augustine’s, 
celebrated his 25th anniversary of his ordi- 
nation to the priesthood October 1. A 
Solemn High Mass was celebrated by the 
jubilarian and the Most Reverend Richard 
O. Gerow, Bishop of Natchez, presided in 
the sanctuary. The sermon was delivered 
by Rev. C. Wolf, S.V.D., of Greenville, Miss. 
Many of the Reverend Fathers of the 
Society of the Divine Word and diocesan 
priests attended the ceremonies and ex- 
tended felicitations to their confrere on 
the occasion of his silver sacerdotal jubilee. 


Folks, the announcer just asked me, am 
I a good reporter. Am I as good reporter? 
I’m so good I could interview of sphinx. 
Humiliatin’, dat’s what it is. I found out 
what’s da favorite news of da majority 
and spread da news all over da page. Boy 
do they eat it up! This is foist-grade 
news. Kind what’s always da freshest be- 
cause its delivered to you fresh from the 
Bay. Folks, I’ll be seein’ ya. 


Announcer: “Ladies and gentlemen of 
the Nutwork Network, you have just lis- 
tened to the news-gatherer-extraordinary, 
our famous Newshawk of the air. If you 
enjoyed this program we would appreciate 
hearing from you. This is station WSAS 
ee Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, 
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Merry Christmas! 


Gloria in excelsis Deo ef in terra pax 
hominibus! 


Is there a more beautiful peace 
than this, when the jubilant heavens 
bend down to the groaning earth, 
when God Himself descends and em- 
braces mankind to lift it up, when 
He makes His crib in a human heart 
to form His likeness? 


It is another Christmas in times 
of trials and difficulties, but Catholic 
optimism is undaunted as long as the 
Star of Bethlehem points to the 
Divine Infant, in whom the carefree 
lightheartedness of a babe and the 
Providence that guides the world are 
one. 

When we leave the splendor of the 
Midnight Mass to go out into the 
darkness of the night, let us carry a 
burning candle from the crib to en- 
lighten the darkness of the future, 
and make us see and understand 
everything in the light of the Star 
of Bethlehem. 

& 


ANNO DOMINI 
1936 


The year of grace 1936—so will 
historians one day write of the year 
before us. It must become a true 
year ot grace, since Christ heads it, 
dominates it. 


Even the pagans have to count it 
after Our Lord, and even godless 
Russia and Mexico, when they count 
backwards, encounter number One, 
the year of the birth of Christ, the 
One Who is God, Who alone is King. 

What will it bring for us, for you? 
—Let us walk like children, our 
hands clasped firmly in the hands of 
the Father, with a heart quiet in 
confidence and eyes glowing with 
sure hope. 

May it be a blessed and happy one 
for all our Messenger readers. That 
is the wish of the Fathers,,. semi- 
narians, brothers, and students of 
St. Augustine’s. 


Burn a Vigil Light in our Seminary Chapel. 


WHEN BISHOPS SPEAK OF THE SOUTHERN MISSIONS 


Studying the latest Report of the Ameri- 
can Board of Catholic Missions one learns 
many interesting things about the Home 
Missions in general and about the Negro 
Missions in particular; for example: 

The Bishop of Charleston, S. C., the 
Most Reverend Emmet M. Walsh, D-D., 
reports an increase in the number of con- 
verts in his Diocese, and names as the 
most effective factors in bringing about 
this increase, the Hospital of the Sisters 
of the Poor in Greenville, S. C., and the 
Immaculate Conception School for Negroes 
in Charleston. His Excellency declares: 
“By the much needed service they render, 
these institutions have won the good-will 
and gratitude of non-Catholics and have 
made the Church a strong influence in the 
lives which they touch with healing and 
knowledge.” The Immaculate Conception 
School is a modern fourteen-room building, 
erected six years ago, at a cost of $81,000 
for property, building and _ school-equip- 
ment. Thirty-thousand dollars are still 
owing on the building, and besides this the 
Diocese is spending annually for the sup- 
port of the Negro mission work more than 
twice the amount that the Commission for 
Indian and Negro Missions is able to pro- 
vide; and furthermore, almost all this 
money must comes from outside of the 
Diocese, since the Diocese itself is still 
somewhat of a mission territory. Yet, in 
spite of this great financial burden, Bishop 
Walsh is making ready to assume still 
further obligations that the Gospel of 
Christ may be preached to His little ones. 
The Bishop finds that there is urgent need 
for a Negro mission in Columbia, S. C., 
which has a colored population of almost 
twenty thousand; and he explains: “Under 
conditions prevailing in the South it is 
impossible for a white parish to provide 
the type of pastoral care that Negroes 
need in their peculiar circumstances of life. 
Special Negro parishes are a necessity for 
the preservation of Catholic Negroes in 
the Faith and for the conversion of others 
to the Faith. The last five years have 
brought several good Catholic Negroes to 
Columbia, who have proved themselves to 
be like the grain of mustard seed. The 
half dozen has grown to almost a hundred. 
Seven were baptized last week, and seven 
are under instruction. The pastors of the 
two white parishes feel that the harvest 
is ripe for a special Negro mission parish, 
and have been urging its establishment. 
To meet the demands of this providential 
situation we have borrowed $20,000 to 
make a beginning. The Dominican Fathers 
have recently agreed to undertake the mis- 
sion and in another year we hope to open 
a mission school for the Negroes in Co- 
lumbia. . . . We are contracting a heavy 


financial obligation to begin a new mission, 
demanded by the logic of providential 
events, and we are trusting in Divine 
Providence to bless our begging to meet 
the obligations incurred.” This is the zeal 
of the first Apostles who went forth with- 
out “script or staff” to-convert the world. 
Bishop Walsh is a worthy successor of 
Bishop England, the first Bishop of 
Charleston and a fiery Apostle of the 
Negroes. 


Another very interesting letter is. that 
of the Most Reverend John B. Morris, 
D.D., Bishop of Little Rock, Ark. Follow- 
ing is an excerpt: “The work among the 
colored people is as I have frequently said, 
a problem which has in my judgment but 
one solution. Had we money to provide 
small churches, schools, and some kind of 
place for the missionary in charge and 
for the Sisters who teach in the schools 
to live, as well as means to support them 
for some years, the colored mission prob- 
lem would be solved, and I haven’t the 
least doubt that our converts would be 
numerous and that our mission among the 
colored people would have results from 
year to year not of a hundred or so con- 
verts, but they would come to us in thou- 
sands; so let me repeat, and I shal] con- 
tinue to repeat, that as far as I can see, 
judging from my own experience, money, 
priests and Sisters, means to maintain 
them, and small mission units of church 
and school are the requirements, humanly 
speaking, for the success among the col- 
ored people. It has been suggested on 
occasions in my presence that in this great 
missionary venture of evangelizing the 
colored people we should have help of our 
better situated brethren of the North and 
East. One well-known prelate told me 
that if each large parish in the important 
centers such as Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago and San Francisco would 
take one single colored parish here in the 
South under its care, it would relieve the 
Bishops of a great burden and would be 
the harbinger of success. I can see the 
vision of this fine thing, but dare I hope 
for success? I repeat, it would not only 
lessen our burden but would give us hope 
beyond imagination. May the Lord and 
our good patrons who are interested in 
this species of mission activity come te 
our aid.” Thus speaks the oldest Bishop 
in the Province of New Orleans, a veteran 
grown gray in the service of the Lord, a 
man, a priest, a Bishop, whose missionary 
experiences tell him that the greatest 
obstacle to the work of the colored mis- 
sions in the South is not lack of interest 
on the part of Negroes, but lack of means 
to carry on this work. 


For one dollar your light will burn during the novena. 
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OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


INTENTIONS j January 1—9. For Our Spiritual Advancement 
ra February 1—9. For the Unhappy 
( 


Dear Friend: 


The Blessed Virgin desires that 


Every Catholic household should 
strive to acquire that tranquil joy 


we should use the present New Year which we believe must have distin- The 
for our spiritual advancement. Holl- guished the home of Jesus, Mary, Kirkpe 
ness of life is our God-given oat cn and Joseph. Do vou wish to have at er Cor 
this earth. How hard fe ig ton aning home the peaceful tranquility of the Chicag 
of us to give our unqualified assent Holy Family at Nazareth? Then apd 
to the proposition ; and how few who make your devotion to the Blessed at the 
call themselves lovers of the Blessed Virgin active and profound. It is ResaG 
Virgin follow her Son’s command, not enough to whisper some prayers, sumed 
“Be you perfect as your heavenly to feel a stirring of devotion when the us 
Father is perfect.” If holiness be we look upon her picture. No! We sary f 
our goal, we must begin Afr caecns must desire to suffer something for The p 
apts be Sa rg Christ; we must imitate the peace rick | 
és aorkhs ascertaining the leading and the patience of the Holy Family Sheri 
fault of our temperament, our per- when impatience, jealousy or anger, by Me 
verse inclinations, our sins and fail- selfishness or revenge stir in our sami 
ings, and, most of all, our secret at- souls; we must whip them down with eta 
tachments. Our next step will be to ccurage in imitation of the meekness COUR 
look about us for proper means to and charity of our Blessed Mother. recor 
overcome ourselves, and to conquer Constantly practice this active and Davis 
sang Aa ear eiar eer ompaeatsen er sincere devotion to Our Mother of of the 
for this, bot -then ser agut ats re- Perpetual Help, and a joy will come Alaba 
ember that-we ead do air thine si into your heart which the world can- Point 
Him who strengthens us. Pray to not give nor take away—a joy which Ver 
Mary for this courage. will have no end. s. S. 
OO Josep 
: 
iety’s 
INTERESTING STATISTICS A WORTHY TRIBUTE COLC 
sense 
Number. of' Negroessin- Us S22. 13,000,000 Number of Catholic Negro Einacchee: - In a letter to the American Board of whole 
‘i yer of Protesta Negroes 5,000,006 N ber of Catholic N 0 Schools . ae 5 é : 
ese a of ine Sentara: Bp wpe eee Nana Ba raliasent i: Catholic Schools__ Catholic Missions reporting gu the past did SS) 
Number of Unchurched ...............-. 7,750,000 Priests Engaged in Colored Missions___ years mission work in his Diocese, the West 
Number of Negroes Attending Colleges. 23,038 Sisters Engaged in Colored Missions___- Most Reverend Jules B. Jeanmard, D.D., from 
Bishop of Lafayette, La., writes: “The from 
Negroes in New York City most outstanding event during the past resen 
Sip ainne Lg pS Pa year was a ceremony so unique in char- Soutt 
Negroes in Washington_____-____-_______ acter and scope that it will stand out as day, 
Negroes in New Orleans.-__-..-___...... 129,600 one of vast importance in the Catholic in hi: 
We believe that these statistics will forcefully indicate to our readers the immensity History, not only of this Diocese, but of years 
and and importance of the task ahead in the field of Negro work. The vastness of the the entire Southland. On February 10, cours 
work cannot be described in adjectives alone; numbers speak more eloquently. 1935, I had the pleasure to biess the new brou; 
An interesting quotation from the address of the Right Rev. Msgr. Eugene church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, souls 
McGuiness, General Secretary of the Catholic Church Extension Society, says: here in Lafayette, the first church for six ti 
“Again may I point to a few significant statistics: Of the 18,344 churches Sirgen = 
miilistering to Catholics, 210 are for Negroes, 416 are for Indians and the rest for you. oe en - bre pra to be (ime ently 
“Our schocls total approximately 7450, of which 205 sre for Negroes and 74 for a8 Soe A ergy. C2 Our young pies: T 
align y priests ordained in May 1934, in St. Augus- liter 
“Of the 162 Catholic Universities and colleges, only one, Xavier University in New tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., are Cath 
Orleans, is for colored men and women. in charge. . . . We may call the erection Nort 
“There is one Catholic Negro to every 40 non-Catholic Negroes in the country.” and organization of this parish an out- were 
—INTERRACIAL REVIEW. standing event. It will be the center of a were 
: large field of missionary endeavor among take 
MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE JANUARY NOVENA! tha Gélesedl “people af Gan Hikssece ot reread 
; at % . . . the South. .. . Our Holy Father’s dream Chur 
Cut out and mail to St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. is being fulfilled; a native clergy spreading ae 
Dear Father: Christ’s Kingdom among their own race, foun 
Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the and vast good resulting to the race there- color 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. by. There are some who are still dubious back 
as to the outcome of this new experiment. h 
As for me, after observing these young othe: 
Enclosed find my | Name men at work and the enthusiastic response was 
offering of their people, we feel that they are laid 
Address writing the first page of a glorious chapter struc 
| Cipcul See in the history of the Church in our South- notic 


land.” 


Chicago, has been admitted to West 
Point Military Academy. Kirkpat- 
rick, who is twenty years old, studied 
at the Armour Institute in Chicago. 
Because of his excellent scholastic 
record he was not required to take 
the usual mental examination neces- 
sary for admittance to West Point. 
The physical examination Kirkpat- 
rick successfully passed at Fort 
Sheridan. The first boy nominated 
by Congressman De Priest failed to 
make the grade. The second, Ben- 
jamin A. Davis, is now at West Point 
and, according to the PITTSBURGH 
COURIER, is making an excellent 
record. He is eighth in his class. 
Davis’ father, who is now in charge 
of the cadets at Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama, is a graduate at West 
Point Military Academy. 
ey | eae 

Very Reverend Louis B. Pastorelli, 
S. S. J., Superior General of the 
Josephites, commenting on the Soc- 
iety’s annual report, writes in the 
COLORED HARVEST: “In another 
sense statistics may not tell the 
whole story. Where, for instance, 
did so many of the Northern and 
Western colored Catholics come 
from? A great many of them came 
from the Southern Missions and rep- 
resent the toil and sacrifice of a 
Southern missioner who, perhaps, to- 
day, has only a handful of Catholics 
in his congregation to show for the 
years of his efforts. Yet, in the 
course of his vears. he may have 
brought into the Church enough 
souls to make a congregation five or 
six times as large as the one he pres- 
ently shepherds. 

“The migrations since 1915 have 
literally swept thousands of colored 
Catholics from the South into the 
North. Many of these Catholics 
were lost to the Faith because there 
were no priests to receive them and 
take a personal interest in their wel- 
fare. Today, fortunately, the 
Church in the North is alive to the 
situation and is doing splendid work, 
founding parishes for the care of the 
colored, winning many fallen-aways 
back to the Faith, and converting 
others to the true Church. But it 
was the missioner in the South who 
laid. the foundation for the super- 
structure. His work may pass un- 
noticed by statistics and reports, but 
it will not go unappreciated by the 

ecording angel.” 


The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School in Lafayette, La., which is in 
charge of our colored Fathers, has 
increased 150 percent in its enroll- 
ment this year. Last year there 
were only three grades with forty 
pupils; this year there are six grades 
with one hundred pupils. These are 
all boys; the girls of the parish at- 
tend Holy Rosary School, not far 
away. Besides teaching Catechism 
daily in the school; besides their 
regular parish work, and helping out 
in the mission stations around Lafay- 
ette, the Fathers are kept busy giv- 
ing Missions and are proving popu- 
lar. In September Rev. Francis 
Wade, S.V.D., gave a week’s Mission 
in Des Moines, Iowa; and during the 
second week of October he gave a 
Mission in Leavenworth, Kansas, 
while Rev. Vincent Smith, S.V.D., 
gave a Mission in Lebanon, Ken- 
tucky. That makes eleven Missions 
within a year. 

——o 

For a number of years Dr. John A. 
Kenny, a Negro doctor of Newark, N. J., 
has been practicing medicine and has 
gradually built up a fine Negro hospital. 
This hospital, well-equipped and _ well- 
staffed, is worth $93,000. OUR COLORED 
MISSIONS informs us that Dr. Kenny 
has donated this hospital as a Christmas 
present to the colored people of Newark. 
All honor to Dr. Kenny; for it is a well- 
known, but regrettable fact, that hospital- 
ization for Negroes in America is woefully 
inadequate. 


CORRECTION 


In our November number of St. 
Augustine’s Messenger, we stated: 
Mr. Charles E. Coles, of Newark, N. 
J., is believed to be the first Negro 
ever to be publicly baptized by a 
Bishop in the United States. Since 
then we learnt that on May 5, 1900, 
the Most Reverend N. A. Gallagher, 
late Bishop of Galveston, Texas, bap- 
tized solemnly twenty-one colored 
children and adults, between the ages 
of eight and fifty years at Holy Rosary 
Church, Galveston, Texas, of which 
Msgr. P. L. Keller (now at Rayne, La.) 
was pastor at the time. 


STEPIN FETCHIT 


Stepin Fetchit, internationally known 
colored Catholic stage and screen star, has 
no manager. “Whenever I need any help 
along these lines,” he said in an interview, 
“I just make a visit to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment.” Calling at the office of the Rev- 
erend William P. Tally, diocesan director 
of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith, Stepin laid down $40 and asked to 
be enrolled as a perpetual member of the 
Propagation of the Faith. At the same 
time, he added: “I’ll send you $40 more 
later to enroll my son as a perpetual mem- 
ber.” 


“Yes, I’ve a five-year-old boy out in 
California. My wife is not living now. 
She was a fine Catholic lady,” he said. 
Stepin Fetchit, now thirty-three years old, 
entered the Church at the age of twelve 
in Montgomery, Alabama, where he re- 
ceived instructions from the Josephite 
Fathers, who labor among the Negroes of 
the South. He was an orphan, he said, 
and a woman of means gave him a home— 
until she lost her fortune and he started 
out to make his own way in the world. 

Years later, when he had become a stage 
star, they met, and the role of benefactor 
was reversed. He provided her with a 
home, and since the death of Mrs. Perry 
(the star’s real name is Lincoln Perry), 
she has taken care of the young son. 
—THE REGISTER. 


Ls 
OUR LIBRARY 


A library of books does not make anyone 
wise, but affords everybody opportunities 
to drink at the well of wisdom. Far from 
being a luxury, it is rightly considered 
one of the necessaries of every school and 
community. We cannot boast of an up- 
to-date library, but we venture to say 
that, small tho it be, it supplies many of 
the needs and wants of our students. 

Our ordinary daily expenses for the 
maintenance of our school, and the huge 
extraordinary financial outlay, make it 
impossible for us at the present time to 
buy books for the library. Therefore, we 
appeal to you, dear reader, you who know 
the fascination of good books, you who 
like to see others enjoy reading. Kindly 
spare a moment to look over your shelves 
now. Choose a few books—novels, biog- 
raphies, travelogues, etc., which, tho use- 
less to you, may help our students while 
away many- pleasant hours of fascination 
and inspiration between their periods of 
work and study.—The library for our 
priests and Brothers also need replenish- 
ment from time to time. Theological, 
ascetical, and scientific books will be 
gladly accepted. Any good books, suitable 
for students, Brothers or priests, will be 
welcomed with joy and gratitude. 

Who will send us a CATHOLIC ENCY- 


DO YOU REMEMBER what a book 
meant to you when you were young? Give 
one—or many—of the sort you liked best 
to St. Augustine’s Seminary, with your 
compliments. 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE FEBRUARY NOVENA! 
Cut out and mail to St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


| | 
} Enclosed find my | 
| offering 


Name 


| See oie 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


—_-_———— 


OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


INTENTION \ January 1—9 
NTENTIONS: : 
/ February 1—9, 


Dear Friend: 


The Blessed Virgin desires that 
we should use the present New Year 
for our spiritual advancement. Holi- 
ness of life is our God-given goal on 
this earth. How hard it is for some 
of us to give our unqualified assent 
to the proposition; and how few who 
call themselves lovers of the Blessed 
Virgin follow her Son’s command. 
“Be you perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” If holiness be 
our goal, we must begin with selt- 
knowledge; for without this, holiness 
is impossible. Hence we must set 
to work by ascertaining the leading 
fault of our temperament, our per- 
verse inclinations, our sins and fail- 
ings, and, most of all, our secret at- 
tachments. Our next step will be to 
look about us for proper means to 
overcome ourselves, and to conquer 
everything that stands between us 
and God. Great courage is required 
for this, but then we ought to re- 
member that we can do all things in 
Him who strengthens us. Pray to 
Mary for this courage. 


- For Our Spiritual Advancement 
For the Unhappy 


Every Catholic household should 
strive to acquire that tranquil joy 
which we believe must have distin- 
guished the home of Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph. Do vou wish to have at 
home the peaceful tranquility of the 
Holy Family at Nazareth? Then 
make your devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin active and profound. It is 
not enough to whisper some prayers, 
to feel a stirring of devotion when 
we look upon her picture. No! We 
must desire to suffer something for 
Christ; we must imitate the peace 
and the patience of the Holy Family 
when impatience, jealousy or anger, 
selfishness or revenge stir in our 
souls; we must whip them down with 
ccurage in imitation of the meekness 
and charity of our Blessed Mother. 
Constantly practice this active and 
sincere devotion to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, and a joy will come 
into your heart which the world can- 
not give nor take away—a Joy which 
will have no end. 


esses 


INTERESTING STATISTICS 
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We believe that these statistics will forcefully indicate to our readers the immensity 
and end importance of the task ahead in the field of Negro work. The vastness of the 
work cannot be described in adjectives alone; numbers speak more eloquently. 

An interesting quotation trom the address of the Right Rev. Msgr. 
MeGuiness, General Secretary of the Catholic Church Extension Society, Says: 

“Again may I point to a few significant statistics: Of the 18.344 
ministering to Catholics, 210 are for Negroes, 416 are for Indians and the 


Eugene 


churches 
rest for you. 
“Our schocls total approximately 7450, of which 205 ure for Nezroes and 74 for 
Indians. 
“Of the 162 Catholic Universities and colleges, only one, Xavier University in New 
Orleans, is for colored men and women. 
“There is one Catholic Negro to every 40 


—INTERRACIAL REVIEW. 


non-Catholic Negroes in’ the country.” 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE JANUARY NOVENA! 
Cut out and mail to St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to 


remember 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


the 


Name 


Address 


Enclosed 
offering 


find my 


City and State 


A WORTHY TRIBUTE 


In a letter to the American Board of 
Catholic Missions reporting on the past 
year’s mission work in his Diocese, the 


Most Reverend Jules B. Jeanmard, D.D., 
Bishop of Lafayette, La., writes: “The 
most outstanding event during the past 
year was a ceremony so unique in char- 
acter and scope that it will stand out as 
one of vast importance in the Catholic 
History, not only of this Diocese, but of 
the entire Southland. Ona 
1935, I had the pleasure zo biess the new 
church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
here in Lafayette, the first church for 
colored Catholics in the South to be served 
by a colored clergy. The four young S.V.D. 
priests ordained in May 1934, in St. Augus- 
tine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss., are 
in charge. 


February 10, 


We may call the erection 
this parish an out- 
It will be the center of ua 
large field of missionary endeavor among 
the colored people of this Diocese and of 
the South. - Our Holy Father’s dream 
is being fulfilled; a native clergy spreading 
Christ’s Kingdom among their own race, 
and vast good resulting to the race there- 
by. There are some who are still dubious 
as to the outcome of this new experiment. 


and organization of 


standing event. 


As for me, after observing these young 
men at work and the enthusiastic response 


ot their people, we feel that they are 


writing the first page of a glorious chapter 
in the history of the Church in our South- 
land,” 
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The third Negro boy, Felix J. 
Kirkpatrick, Jr., nominated by form- 
er Congressman Oscar De Priest of 
Chicago, has been admitted to West 
Point Military Academy. Kirkpat- 
rick, who is twenty years old, studied 
at the Armour Institute in Chicago. 
Because of his excellent scholastic 
record he was not required to take 
the usual mental examination neces- 
sary for admittance to West Point. 
The physical examination Kirknat- 
rick successfully passed at Fort 
Sheridan. The first boy nominated 
by Congressman De Priest failed to 
make the grade. The second, Ben- 
jamin A. Davis, is now at West Point 
and, according to the PITTSBURGH 
COURIER, is making an excellent 
record. He is eighth in his class. 
Davis’ father, who is now in charge 
ot the cadets at Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama, is a graduate at West 
Point Military Academy. 

—_. ——<—oooors 

Very Reverend Louis B. Pastorelli, 
S. S. J., Superior General of the 
Josephites, commenting on the Soc- 
iety’s annuel report, writes in the 
COLORED HARVEST: “In another 
sense statistics may not tell the 
whole story. Where, for instance, 
did so many of the Northern and 
Western colored Catholics come 
from? A great many of them came 
from the Southern Missions and rep- 
resent the toil and sacrifice of a 
Southern missioner who, perhaps, to- 
day, has only a handful of Catholics 
in his congregation to show for the 
years of his efforts. Yet, in the 
course of his vears. he may have 
brought into the Church enough 
souls to make a congregation five or 
six times as large as the one he pres- 
ently shepherds. 

“The migrations since 1915 have 
literally swept thousands of colored 
Catholics from the South into the 
North. Many of these Catholies 
were lost to the Faith because there 
were no priests to receive them and 
take a personal interest in their wel- 
fare. Today, fortunately, the 
Church in the North is alive to the 
situation and is doing splendid work, 
founding parishes for the care of the 
colored, winning many fallen-aways 
back to the Faith, and converting 
others to the true Church. But it 
was the missioner in the South who 
laid the foundation for the super- 
structure. His work may pass un- 
noticed by statistics and reports, but 
it will not go unappreciated by the 
recording angel.” 


The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School in Lafayette, La., which is in 
charge of our colored Fathers, has 
increased 150 percent in its enroll- 
ment this year. Last year there 
were only three grades with forty 
pupils; this year there are six grades 
with one hundred pupils. These are 
all boys; the girls of the parish at- 
tend Holy Rosary School, not far 
away. Besides teaching Catechism 
daily in the school; besides their 
regular parish work, and helping out 
in the mission stations around Latay- 
ette, the Fathers are kept busy giv- 
ing Missions and are proving popu- 
lar. In September Rev. Francis 
Wade, S.V.D., gave a week's Mission 
in Des Moines, Iowa; and during the 
second week of October he gave a 
Mission in Leavenworth, Kansas, 
while Rev. Vincent Smith, S.V.D., 
gave a Mission in Lebanon, Ken- 
tucky. That makes eleven Missions 
Within a year. 


ee eee ee ee 


For a number of years Dr. John A. 
Kenny, a Negro doctor of Newark, N. J., 
has been practicing medicine and has 
gradually built up a fine Negro hospital. 
This hospital, well-equipped and well- 
staffed, is worth $93,000. OUR COLORED 
MISSIONS informs us that Dr. Kenny 
has donated this hospital as a Christmas 
present to the colored people of Newark. 
All honor to Dr. Kenny; for it is a well- 
known, but regrettable fact, that hospital- 
ization for Negroes in America is woefully 
inadequate. 


CORRECTION 


In our November number of St. 
Augustine’s Messenger, we stated: 
Mr. Charles E. Coles, of Newark, N. 
J., is believed to be the first Negro 
ever to be publicly baptized by a 
Bishop in the United States. Since 
then we learnt that on May 5, 1900, 
the Most Reverend N. A. Gallagher, 
late Bishop of Galveston, Texas, bap- 
tized solemnly twenty-one colored 
children and adults, between the ages 
of eight and fifty years at Holy Rosary 
Church, Galveston, Texas, of which 
Msgr. P. L. Keller (now at Rayne, La.) 
was pastor at the time. 


STEPIN FETCHIT 

Stepin Fetchit, internationally known 
colored Catholic stage and sereen star, has 
no manager. “Whenever I need any hel 
along these lines,” he said in an interview, 
“] just make a visit to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment.”” Calling at the office of the Rev 
erend William P. Tally, diocesan d ‘tor 
of the Society for the Propagation of 
Faith, Stepin laid down $40 and as} 
be enrolled as a perpetual member of 
Propagation of the Faith. At the same 
time, he added: “I'll send vou 840 more 
later to enroll my son as a perpetual mem 
ber.” 

“Yes, I've a five-year-old boy out it 
California. My wife is not living now. 
She was a fine Catholic lady,” he said 
Stepin Fetchit, now thirty-three years old, 
entered the Church at the age of twelve 
in Montgomery, Alabama, where he re 
ceived instructions from the Josephite 
Fathers, who labor among the Negroes of 
the South. He was an orphan, he said, 
and a woman of means gave him a home 
until she lost her fortune and he started 
out to make his own way in the world. 

Years later, when he had hecome a stay’ 
star, they met, and the role of benefactor 
was reversed. He provided her with a 
home, and since the death of Mrs. Perry 
(the star’s real name is Lincoln Perry), 
she has taken care of the 


THE REGISTER. 
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é 
OUR LIBRARY 


A library of books does not make any 
wise, but affords everybody opportunitie 
to drink at the well of wisdom. Far 
being a luxury, it is rightly 
one of the necessaries of every 
community. We cannot boast of 
to-date library, but we venture 
that, small tho it be, it supplie 
the needs and wants of our student 

Our ordinary daily 
maintenance of our school, and the huge 
extraordinary financial outlay, make it 
impossible for us at the present time 
buy books for the library. Therefore, we 
appeal to you, dear reader, you who know 
the fascination of good books, vou who 
like to see others enjoy reading. Kindly 
spare a moment to look over your shelves 
now. Choose a few books 
which, tho 
less to you, may help our students wt 
away many pleasant hours of fascinatic 
and inspiration between their 
work and study.—The library for our 
priests and Brothers also need replenish- 
ment from time to. time Theological, 
ascetical, and = scientific books will be 
gladly accepted. Any good books, suitable 
for students, Brothers o1 priests, will be 
welcomed with joy and gratitude 


Who will send us a CATHOLIC ENCY 


expense tor 


novels, biog 


raphies, travelogues, etc., 


period 


DO YOU REMEMBER what a_ book 
meant to you when you were young?) Give 
one—or many—of the sort you liked best 
to St. Augustine’s Seminary, with your 
compliments. 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE FEBRUARY NOVENA! 


Cut out and mail to St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss 


Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena 


Name 


A ddress 


Enclosed find my 
offering 


City and State 


Announcer: “Good evening, ladies and 
gentlemen, this is station WSAS at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. This evening it is 
our pleasure to introduce again to. our 
vast radio audience in a _ coast-to-coast 
hook-up, the well-known Chronicler with 
his regular monthly talks. Ladies and 
gentlemen, Mr. Newshawk. Take it away.” 


Howdy, Folks! Are you:Listenin’? I 
say, are you listenin’ to the friendly, rest- 


ful, entertaining quarter-hour every month | 


when the latest news is sent over the air? 
Well, that’s just fine. Now for some 
news. 


Well, the Chronicler was right after all, 
when he called this last decade the Era of 
Jubilees. St. Joseph Parish, Meridian, 
Miss..—one of our colored missions— 
added its share to the list, with the cele- 
bration of a Silver Jubilee. The Reverend 
Christian Baker, S.V.D.,~ professor of 
Dogma, represented St. Augustine’s at 
the festal ceremonies, and preached an 
eloquent sermon. 


And the jubilees continue! On Novem- 
ber 5, the Diocese of Mobile feted the 
Most Reverend Thomas J. Toolen, D.D., 
Ordinary of the Diocese, on the 25th an- 
niversary of his ordination to the priest- 
hood. Bishop Toolen has been a great 
factor in promoting the conversion of the 
Negro to the Church, and has organized 
several missions and schools for the Negro 
population of the Mobile Diocese. On this 
oceasion, the Very Reverend G. Esser, 
S.V.D., Rector of the Seminary, and the 
Reverend William Bauer, S.V.D., attended 
the solemn Pontifical High Mass celebrat- 
ed in honor of His Excellency, who has 
always been a kind friend of the Seminary. 
The students in particular enjoy his visits, 
for he always begins the agitation for a 
free day. 


Father Smith, S.V.D., dropped in to 
pay us a visit on his return to Lafayette, 
La. He went to his old home town to 
give the folks up there a thorough spiritual 
cleaning. Well, he had his hands full, 
giving instructions, preaching and hearing 
confessions in both parishes of Lebanon, 
Kentucky. The Mission was so well at- 
tended that the church of the white parish, 
with the consent of the pastor, was pressed 
into use for the Mission services. Of 
course Father Smith’s presence at the old 
Alma Mater was a great treat to students, 
scholastics and Brothers. He advised the 
seminarians to prepare as many sermons 
as possible during their period of training; 
“for,” said he, “you will have scarcely any 
time to do so when you get out on the 
mission.” This bit of advice quite glad- 
dened the heart of the homiletic professor. 
Father Wade, S.V.D., too, has been busy 
in the mission work. On his way back 
from Des Moines, Iowa, where he gave a 
Mission, he stopped off at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, to preach a Mission, which was 
well attended by people of the parish and 
outlying stations. Father Bourges, S.V.D., 
and Rousseve, S.V.D., are at present, oc- 
cupied with the work of instructing the 


children and caring for the mission dis- 
tricts of the parish where the knowledge 
of Creole is essential for successful spir- 
itual work among the peopie. On the first 
Sunday of December, Father Rousseve, 
S.V.D., opened a Mission at St. Rose de 
Lima Parish, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


On Wednesday, October 16, we celebrated 
our annual Family Feast. I would have 
to. devote this -whole broadcast to the cele- 
bration in order to do justice to it. But 
as that cannot be, only the more outstand- 
ing features will be mentioned. First, the 
most important of these was, of course, 
the Communion Mass. The weather was 
ideal.: “One of those. bright, quiet and 
balmy days -of early Southern autumn, 
which lures one out into the open. The 
second event was the admission of several 
aspirants for the Brotherhood to the postu- 
lancy, thus bringing the number, ready to 
begin Novitiate next spring, to seven. A 
baseball game between the students and 
scholastics took up most of the morning. 
Perhaps superior moral support in the 
form of fifty leather-lunged, asbestos- 
throated rooters, had much to do with the 
result. Anyway, the black-robes (semi- 
narians), were only able to present a sole, 
single, solitary “goose-egg” as their con- 
tribution to the score, while the students 
piled up ten runs. Better luck next time. 
In the afternoon the Seminarians proved 
their ability to stage a comback. They 
annihilated the students in two games of 
volley-ball within the space of an half-an- 
hour. . Discussion of the games formed 
the main topic of the rest of the afternoon 
“sewing-circle” session, In the evening 
the community enjoyed an excellent enter- 
tainment in the auditorium. The various 
numbers by the orchestra were really 
superb. One did not know what to admire 
more; the ability and skill of the director, 
or the devotedness and exactness of the 
players. Thus we came to the end of a 
perfect day. 


Here is history in the making. For the 
first. time in«its history, St. Augustine’s 
witnessed the taking of perpetual vows by 
a Brother of the: Society. This occurred 
on November 1, All Saints Day, when 
Brother Theophane, S.V.D., pledged him- 
self and his services for ever to the Society 
of the Divine Word. Brother Theophane 
came from Techny, IIl., to the Seminary to 
help establish the colored Brotherhood. He 
has. .done yeoman’s work. The Brothers 
are doing useful work in all. departments, 
and already look forward to the time 
when they will be able to work in the col- 
ored missions. In the evening there was a 
quiet celebration in Brother Theophane’s 
honor, during which the Very Reverend 
Rector regaled those present with gently 
humorous anecdotes of the day when he 
was Novice Master of the Brothers at 
Techny, IIl. 


Sometime ago Father Rector dutifully 
betook himself to Techny, IIl., in order to 
give testimony at one of the sessions of 
the Diocesan Court of Chicago relative to 
the promotion of the Beatification of our 
Venerable Founder, Father Arnold Janssen, 


S.V.D. Brother Alfred, S.V.D., one of our 
veteran pioneers of the S.V.D., also went 
to Techny with the same intention. A 
package, weighing over seven pounds, and 
containing the writings of our Founder 
gathered in this country, was sent to the 
Vice Postulator of the cause of the Beati- 
as ae at our Mother House, Style, Hol- 
and. 


The curator of our park has made a very 
good start towards acquiring a zoo. Dur- 
ing the course of the last school-year he 
erected three artificial ponds. These are 
now replete with various species of the 
finny family which he proudly shows: to 
all visitors as gold-fish. His recent acqui- 
sition is a dwelling for squirrels; hexa- 
gonal in structure, closed in on two sides 
and wired on four, to provide due ventila- - 
tion for three rodents. With pecans, acorns 
and hickory nuts, to be had for the pick- 
ing, these squirrels seem to be in for a 
fine time. 


The beginning of November the students 
heard the first call for the head-cracking 
quarterly exams. After the three days of 
grinding tests they all came up with flying 
colors—from the flag of truce to the flag 
of victory. Here is a student’s prayer at 
twilight, before the exams: 


Now I lay me down to sleep 
Before I take tomorrow’s test. 
If I should die before I wake— 
Hurrah! For there’ll be no test to take. 


—tThe noble effort of a college freshman, . 


On December 8, the Feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception, His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Richard O. Gerow, Bishop 
of Natchez, Miss., paid us an official visit. 
On this oceasion he conferred the Tonsure 
on our six first-year theologians and ad- 
mitted two scholastics of the third-year 
theology to the last Minor Orders, Acolyte 
and Exorcist. The ceremonies took place 
during a Solemn Pontifical Low Mass cele- 
brated by His Excellency, the Bishop. 


Soon after Thanksgiving Day the prepa- 
ration for Christmas begins, especially in 
the various entertainment features, choir 
rehearsals for Masses, etc., the organ is 
tuned up, the Procurator casts about for 2 
good place to buy nuts, apples, oranges, 
candy and other things that seem so neces- 
sary to a merry Christmas. By and by 
the majority of community members are 
drawn into the whirl of activities until 
finally it seems the enjoyment of Christmas 
consists more in the anticipation than in 
the feast itself. In fact everything is 
hustle and bustle as Christmas draws near. 


Now, folks, if you have enjoyed this little 
chatter from St. Augustine’s you can ex- 
press your appreciation by simply letting 


us know. Drop us a line, folks. In the 
closing minute allotted to me, I extend to 
all our friends and benefactors sincere 
wishes for A Blessed Christmas and A 
Happy New Year. Thanks for listenin’, 
folks. 


Announcer: “Ladies and gentlemen of 
the radio audience, you have just been 
listening to the Newshawk of the air. This 
is station WSAS at St, Augustine’s Semi- 
nary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 
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Lent 


March in its entirety belongs t! 


~ year to the stern season of [Lent 
the time, when we think more than 
‘otherwise of the bitter agony and 
+-passion. of our Lord.-—‘‘Let me po 
‘with Thee, O my Lord, with The 
‘a@ipon the royal way of the Cross!” 
» Enter the mind of Christ by walking 
* the way of the Cross, putting 
* self into His place, adoptin; 


spirit of sacrifice, participati: 


‘the Sacrifice of the Mass. 


‘The early Church experienced it 


+-Lent an external and 


growth, for Lent was the forts 
retreat of Christians, and the Jesu 
ing of catechumens into the Churc! 
Self-sanctification. and wor|d n 
belong together, since the la. 
and Death of our Lord gave | 
world-wide action. During 
month of March let us make 


» sacrifices for the missions and 
sionaries ! 


Pax Vobis 


“Peace be with you,” is the | 


greeting of the risen Savio: 
‘frightened apostles.” Christ 


is*Peace to all of us thiu 


~ Church as her Easter greeting to thi 
faithful. 
that we offer to you, our readers and 


It is with particular jo) 


friends, the Peace of Christ as ow 


own Easter greetings, for the Mes 


senger, is to convey to you ow 
Easter Blessing. We wish to com: 


* to your homes to fill you with !1i 


Peace as He filled the yrieving 


-mearts of the two disciples 


Emmaus with joy and peace. 


oe Pax Vobis! “Peace be with you.” 


6-peace of Christ be with you 
Easter greeting of St. Augus- 
(Messenger to its faithful 


ond class tier January 26, 1926 
t vt BR Vv st i ‘pubis, liss . under the \ t 
March 3, 1879 


THE BUILDING OF S 


During the last vears the number 


of our students for the priesthood 
and of the candidates for the Broth 
erhood has increased considera}|y. 
This is a matter of rejoicing; for t} 

clored race should be given every 
available opportunity of taking part 


in the mission work of the Catholic 


Church at home and in foreign coun 
tries. Colored priests and missior 
aries should be privileged to exe: 
‘ise their zeal for the salvation 
ouls shoulder to shoulder with 
priests of the white race. 


\\ 


Editor, Rev. N. L. SCHULER, S. 
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AUGUSTINE'S NEW chap ; 


After long and care yi 
tion, we have decided 
work of building the chap 
beginning of March. +“ 
Reverend Superior, General 
Society, who resides at Ror 
encouraged the building 
chapel; he writes on January? 
heartily rejoice that the new. 
will offer you better possibilities 
introducing the young colo e ¢ 
freres to the religious and” 
ularly to the liturgical exere 


We are going to place the ere | 
if the new chapel under they val 
tion of St. Joseph, our “he 

atron, That we may obtain | 
intercession, we are having a ney 
n his honor, which will begin 
11, and close on the feast of & 
Joseph, March 19. We heartily ag 
our friends to join us in this ne 
St. Joseph's intercession is 
powerful, because he stands 
the Blessed Virgin in sanctity™ 

you, dear friend and benefag 
nterest your friends in this, 
ant undertaking. 


M66 


NEW SUB-PROVINCL 


THE SOUTH 


turned out in its festive attire 4 
amely the Verv Reverend @..¥ 


irrival at the Seminary, wags : 
Very Reverend G, Esser, SV DIE 
The new Superior was escort 
community assembled, Heré, ac 
itor Spiritus” was sung. Folle 
Reverend newly elected Sub-P 
that with the help of Divine : 
t, will labor for the good of the 
y to pray for the blessing and guig 
his blessing to all and was escoriy 


the pastor of our colored 
five years of Sacred Heart © 
new office as Sub- Provincial.» 
ing labored for thirty-five ye 

iment as pastor at Meridian, os 


d theret fore is well acquainted with 


the cause of Negro conversion 4 
ted by 


his able direction. St, Augu 
a separate Province. 


INTENTIONS: 5 iit 19. 


’ Dear Friend: 


At this season of the year—Lent 
we should strive first to save ou: 
‘own soul and in the second place, 
y pray for the conversion of others 
© We are like sheep having yone 
Pastray. But Christ freely gave His 
‘infinitely precious life for us that 
Sire, worthless slaves, might live 
< and be freed from. everlasting 
| death. If Christ became a Victim 
of sin for me, why can't I hence- 
forth live a sinless life, a crucified 
life, a life of love and service which 
~ is worthy of so loving a Master? 
‘Let us pray during this novena for 
* the conversion of our own soul, and 
remember the countless others who 
- are in need of grace, to come back 
* to Christ and His Church. Ou 
- Mother of Perpetual Help will tn 
‘our refuge and our recourst Cr 
to her during this month 


prety 


BLESSED MARTIN DE PORRES 


The past few months have witn 
ithe cause of the canonization of the Ne gyro la 
is feast on November 5, was celebrated last 
been formed to spread abroad a } 
also to increase devotion to hin 


Blessed Martin was a Negro Pon it Wall 
hundred years ago. His devotion | } 
to be called the Father of the Poo: 
f to the study of medicine. His 
menial tasks which he sanctified by an ext 
tharity. At one time he offered himself to | | 
fommunity. He died in 1689 and was heatifie . 


Mis canonization at this time would 
msciousness even in religion whic! 


— 


By 


tholics in this country are becoming 

toward the American Negro. Up 
obligation. Blessed Martin's canonizat youl 
‘white alike that the Catholic Church as with Ch: 
ftile nor Jew, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE MARCH 


; 
$a. 


Cut out and mail to St. Augustine's Senunat 
Father: 
Please request the Fathers, seminaria: 
pwing intentions during Our Mother of 1% 


N ame 
Address 


City and State 


OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL 


\ March I—9. For the Conversion of Sinners 
For Conformity to the Will of God. 


NOVENA! 


is 


HELP NOVENA 


“My Father, if it be possible > 
this chalice pass from Me, nov 
theless, not as I will, but as Thou- 
wilt.” My friend, here is our. 
Mode! in practicing conformity to” 
the will of God. We ask for many 
graces and favors. We are right; 
God even invites 
But do 
we ask with that disposition of 
mind, namely, “not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt”? ‘My God,” we should 
say, “cure me of this sickness (or 
help me to get work, or help my ee 
husband to get work, or help my oe 
children), nevertheless, not as I 4 
will, but as Thou wilt. Leave your- 
self entirely in God’s hands, and 
there you will find happiness, and 
contentment. -During this novena 
to Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
entrust yourself entirely to God for 
the favor you ask of the Blessed ap 


ve should do so. 
us, and wants us to ask. 


Statue Unveiled 


“The first statue to be publicly 
erected in honor of Blessed Martin Oy 
de Porres, the saintly Negro lay = 
brother, whose canonization cause is 
yaining widespread interest and 
support in the United States, has 
been unveiled at the Church of St. 
Vincent Ferrer, New York. 


“The ceremony was held under the’ 
auspices of the St. Vincent Ferrer~ 
fraternity of the Third Order of St. 
Dominic. . The Rev. Dr. Edward 
Hughes, O.P., Editor of THE 
TORCH and National Director of: 


the Third Order of St. Dominic, 
preached the sermon. 


“Father Hughes noted in his ser- 
mon that the Blessed Martin Guild; 
founded to promote devotion “to” 
Blessed Martin, has within four 
months enrolled more than oie 
members. The sole purpose of. th 
Guild is the promotion of dev tio’ 
to the humble servant of God anc 
winning for him through prayel 
sacrifice the supreme honaial 
hood.”—OUR COLORED } 


te 


£18 SCIONS | 
fal 


brary. Reporting the tact, 
INTE R RAC [AL REVIEW says: 


‘In a g the bust, Franklin F, 


paces: chief of the 


While it is true that the by 
Negro Mission work is concent: 
in the South, we must not los: 
of the noble efforts of prics: 
nuns in other parts of the |) 
States to help make the | 
Church known to the colored pie 
Way out West, in Oakland ( 
fornia, stands a fifty-two \ 
edifice, St. Patrick's (i 
charge of the Fathers 0! 

Word since 1929. 
formerly served an [ri 
congregation, but now 
walls, worship side by 
Irish Catholics, but also 
Slavonians, Portugur 
Mexicans, Poles, Germ; 
iards, Japanese and Ney) 
are fifty Catholic Neg 
parish; four Negro child 
the parochial school a: 
serve at the Altar. Sinc: 
ored people are movit 
neighborhood, it seems jy. 
St. Patrick’s may on: 
into a Negro paris! 


Just across the Bay in 
San Francisco is anothe 
mission Venture. In 1929 Ri 
Klaffl, S.V.D., went to San Fr: 
to act as chaplain of St. An: 
vent. The Sisters there. » Lye 
the Holy Souls, had turne« 
their convent and chapel int: 
of Mission for the colored yy. 
San Francisco. Instruetio: 
were held on weekdays fo) 
dren, and a special Mass wa 
them on all Sundays and F: 
‘Today Father H. Hage 
is chaplain of the Sisters anc 
of the Negro Catholics who 
the mission. There are at yy: 
about twenty adults and ov 
boys and girls attending Ms 
the religious instruction cla 
ularly. Father Hagen thi: 
greater progress could be mac: 
had a small parochial! schoo. 
theless he is doing his best to ; 
the Negroes of that vreat WW. 
Metropolis into the Churc} 
one. “The Kingdom of Go 
@ grain of mustard seed, 
man took and cast into his ¢: 
and it grew and became a pre! | 
_ and the birds of the air lodyed 
_ branches thereof.’ 


Thi 


FOR, 


circulation de- 
New York Public 
served that the present 

of Tuskegee Institute, Dr. 
lington’s creation, is one of the 
both in selection and in organ- 
of any institute of its size in 
15,000 vol- 
Tuskegee, 
work is due to 
faculty, and for 
pment, to Tuske- 
in, Walter Williams, 
attention to the 
nefit for Negro 
ecialized depart- 
rary, as well as the 
concentration with 
res were availed of.” 


Tt tne 


intry There 

Tine 

red} | r this 
Negro 


levels 


are 
selected, at 


W. Anderson, 
lected to the 

e of Kentucky. 
time that a col- 
elec ted to the 
and the first 
that a colored 
d to the Legisla- 
State. Mr. An- 
ht vears of age. 
the Republican 
vy Republican 

e recent Ken- 
two opponents 

ne White, and one 
OLORED MIS- 


watnafoateafoatoatesioateatesteye 


\re Welcome 


APRI 


NOVENA! 
Miss 
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INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


nn en ae 
4 RA 

i =" ees 

aenth. -nies 

wn a 


i his ser- 

Guild, 

votion to 

ithin four 

than 50,000 

e of the 

ion of devotion 

ant of God and 
through prayer and 
ipreme honor of saint- 
TORED MISSIONS. 


Announcer: “Good evening, Teacdic 
gentlemen, this is station WsA> 
Augustine’s Seminary. Agair 
sent the one and only—the new 
extraordinary. Ladies 


Mr. Newshawk. 


All right, all. right. all ms 
* around she goes i! d where 
4 nobody knows. No, folks, 
Amateur Night; it is only 5 
from St. Augustine's Ye 
keeps on turning, and now let 
news it can turn out at the 


Our Christmas = cel 
true to the beautiful tra 
Society. First there vVus the 
to the Crib, which was cr 
auditorium, From here th: 
was carried in procession ich 
chapel and placed in the Cri! | 
lowed Midnight Mass, dur 
choir reached the peak of 
Two Masses of Thanksg 
community retired for a_ few 
sleep, At nine o'clock Christ 


4 a Solemn High Mass was again ¢ 
ed, after which the membe: { 
% munity vied with each othe: 


Christmas the happiest day 


The worst nightmare of a 

Yexistence is the job of kee) 

happy and occupied during 
yacation. His task this year 
ened considerably by the Pramati 
which presented several com 
There was also a musical eve: 
which the mixed choir presented 
mas Cantata. Also, owing to the 
of the St. Meinrad’s Major Ser 


» - sion Unit, a fifty slide illustrat: 
Teg was delivered. The rest of the 


given to some us seful readi 
» short vacation, classes were ! 

- students, like rattling Ford 

» good deal of cranking and t 

before their classwork wa 

holiday traces. There wa 

$0 dig viciously into their book ; 
the horizon the war- sou f the 
year exams were ga athering I ’ 

is enough to give any boy th 


= Sports always occupy a pron 
‘ in the mind of the yor 
seminaries those respor! ’ 
fare of the future missionaries take 
vantage of this fact to h elp tl ( 
up into strong and healthy 
the vineyard of the Lord The 
of St. Augustine’s Seminars 

in the acquisition of , 
court. This one is for the 
they are not letting a ta) 
their feet 


The Liturgical Club starts 
Ecclesiastical Year with an oj}. 
on the First Sunday of Advent 
ject in view was to foster the 


movement which seems to have 


eee ee eee 


and promote interest in the Jiturs 


start at the Seminary. A beautiful sch: 
‘decoration was set up in the auditor 


ee ee ee 
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Daniel Desmond, Bishop of fand) onth 
called in for a short visit during the 
of SAnUAEy, Unfortunately eae 
of brief duration, on account of 


ae 
engagement. Besides His» - Excellency 1 
also had the pleasure of seeing again 
Right Reverend Monsignor James Sm 
Vicar General of Cleveland Diocese, 


dria, La., where he has been instrum 


ral bricks, lumber, cement, gravel, ete, 


Alh oare working at a good speed . now. 
\iout speed—say it is marvelous, the 


eminarians, were permitted to attend 
of the services. Thi. is what oné has so 


His Exeellency, the Most 3 


ignor Smith was “ his way to 


joing much good for the colored 
that diocese Passing the Sem 

Mon eee stopped in to 
\ words, and was then on his way @ 
« <tudents still remember the ve 

tulk to the community on™ 
in of his first visit to the Seminat 
the last school year, : 


fang! Bang! Bang! Should any of 
ners happen to visit the Semi 

following months, they wi 

rew working on our new 

i'y demands that we build, and’ 

building by September, on 

t of the large enrollment. of 

Yo., folks one truck after Bie’ 

entering our grounds with mate- 


ial is piling up—- so are the bills—= 


{ these bills can travel, bee st 
ng up on someone’s desk, ym 
yo up, the hag ene roca aia ; 


Why bring that up?’ Because, —— 
oy the smallest, will be gratefully re- >> 
‘ We hope to have more about the. 


next time iS 
a 
e the Very Reverend C. Wolf, S.V.Dae | 
eon appointed the Sub-Provineial of? 
South, his post as pastor of the mises 
Greenville, Miss., had to be filled.> 


torship of the mission fell to the % 

! Richard Lyons, S.V.D., formerly — 
tant of Father Baltes, 'S.V.D., at. 
Miss. A new assistant was gent, 

mn in the person of the Reverend — 
Boer, S.V.D., who, during the 
months was stationed at the 
From all indications both the” 

tor and assistant are now about 

d in their new homes. ‘ 


t ioned in my last broadcast that 
Reverend Maurice Rousseve, S.V.Ds 
ed a Mission at St. Rose de Lima 

rish, Bay St. Louis, Miss.,. dufing- 
he first week of December. Now for the._ 
sults. The Mission was well at 

ull the parishioners. . The acholastieag 
as you know them to be called, mraiots: 


of then: “We derived much spiritual 
cnefit and new missionary zeal for our” 
ition in saving souls. It gave us @* 
into our own future work.” Fa 
ve, during his spare moments spe 
me of his time at the Seminary. Here, 
he sowed the good seed of encourage) 
n the hearts of our students and semi- 


) 


q 


ans. 


And now folks, after this bag full 
news, I shall leave you and let thes 


vo ‘round and around. 


Announcer: “Ladies and gentl m 
the radio audience, you have been Ii l 
ing to St. Augustine’s Chron 


ix station WSAS at St. Augu' 
nary, Bay St. Louis, Miss, 
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Graduates Whither? 


This month a number of graduates 
will bid farewell to their school to 
which they have been loyal and true. 
This is a critical time of life. For 
many it spells uncertainty; it is the 
parting of the ways. One big ques- 
tion demanding a fair settlement 
looms up in gigantic figures before 
graduates. It is the persistent ques- 
tion which will not be set aside: 
“WHAT SHALL I BE IN LIFE?” 
It is the question of VOCATION. 
Does the Lord wish me to dedicate 
my life, my talents, my services, my 
personality to Him in the priestly or 
religious state? This is the point at 
stake. Think it over, graduates. 


OR te oe Set See oe a ote oot te eee oe 


CRUSADERS! 


| 

Never forget that the Precious 
Blood was shed for ALL mankind. 
Is YOUR Unit following the } 
PLEDGE to promote widespread 
interest in Catholic mission work 
among the Negroes of the United 
States ? 

Give the welfare of St. Augustine's 
Seminary a place in your PRAYERS 
and PLANS. | 

Think it over, talk it over, and pray 
over it—and surely then YOU vill 
decide to join those other Units who 
are already thus working for the spread 
of Christ’s kingdom among the colored. 

Crusader—as you read this—re- 
solve to ask at your next meeting } 
whether your Unit will adopt a stu- 3 
dent and will send $50. a year to i 

: 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


Bay St. Louis, Miss. i 
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Burn a Vigil Light in our Seminary Chapel. 


NINE COLORED BROTHERS TO ENTER S. V. D. NOVITIATE 


On April 29, nine colored Brothers will 
enter the Novitiate of the Society of the 
Divine Word. It has been the most cher- 
ished desire of Holy Mother Church, and 
of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, that 
every nation should have the opportunity 
of entering the ranks of the clergy, as 
well as the religious life. The Society of 
the Divine Word, established in every part 
of the world, whose main purpose is to 
bring the divine word of the gospel to for- 
eign lands, gallantly responded to the 
clarion call of the Holy Father and under- 
took the great project of giving the Negro 
the opportunity of ascending the altar of 
God. Now, the Society offers the oppor- 
tunity for colored young men to join the 
Brotherhood. 


The Very Reverend C. Wolf, S.V.D., Sub- 
provincial of the South, will celebrate the 
High Mass, during which he will solemnly 
invest the nine postulants with the habit 
of the Society. It will be a happy day for 
the Seminary, because she adds nine young 
men to the ranks of the Brotherhood. 
Likewise, a happy day for our spiritual 
mother, the Society, who will again open 
her arms wide to welcome nine spiritual 
children into her family, thereby giving 


new proof of her truly Catholic and mis- 
sionary spirit, which knows no barrier of 
race or nationality. 

It is a humble beginning, but with the 
grace of God this new project will grow 
and prosper. To every colored young man, 
who is serious-minded about dedicating his 
life to God, as a Brother in a religious 
community, there again comes the call and 
invitation from St. Augustine’s. Our 
doors are open wide to welcome every col- 
ored young man who yearns to live a re- 
ligious life. These Brothers will not pre- 
pare for the teaching career, as do the 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart, or Christian 
Brothers. Their ideal will be another; 
namely, to serve the Lord by manual work, 
carpenters, mechanics, electricians, paint- 
ers, gardeners, office clerks, etc. There- 
fore, all young men who either have a 
trade or are anxious to learn one and by 
their labor wish to cooperate in the grand 
work of the salvation of souls are heartily 
welcome at St. Augustines. 

From April 29, there will be eleven 
novices in our colored Brotherhood. Be- 
sides, there is one more postulant, who 
will be the first in the next group to be 
invested. 


AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 


The following very interesting article 
written by Father Anthony Humel, S.V.D., 
appeared in the February issue of OUR 
COLORED MISSIONS: (Fr. Humel is 
pastor of St. Peter’s Church, Pine Bluff, 
Ark.). 


“Although this territory, in and around 
Pine Bluff, Ark., seems quite stony and 
difficult as far as conversions are con- 
cerned, we should not be discouraged. I 
offer in explanation a case which hap- 
pened here a few weeks ago. 


“T was called to the home of a Baptist 
woman who is very sick and for whom all 
hope of recovery is past. . . . No sooner 
was I introduced to the sick woman when 
she said: ‘You are the one person I am 
most anxious to see! For years I have 
been longing to become a Catholic, but I 
had not the chance, since I was kept too 
busy with my work to attend instructions 
and to join the Church. I want to join it 
now.’. I was amazed at these remarks for 
several reasons. 


“Naturally, I wished to begin then and 
there with the fundamental instructions; 
but again I was to be surprised. She said 
the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the 


Creed with very little hesitation. My 
questions concerning the essentials of the 
catechism she answered correctly. I asked 
her where she obtained her knowledge. 
She told me from a daughter, now twenty- 
two years old, who had attended the eight 
grades of our school, and who only two 
years ago joined the Church. She related 
how she helped her daughter study her 
catechism in the evenings, asking her the 
questions as they were in the book, and 
thus she learned the catechism with her 
child. 

“Nothing more was needed before condi- 
tional Baptism, which was administered 
the following day when the sponsor whom 
she wished could be present. A few days 
later, after some instructions, she made 
her confession and received her First Holy 
Communion. She is now peaceful and 
happy; and her sufferings she bears most 
calmly, awaiting in joy the call of her 
Master. 


“Just another example that the benefits 
of a Catholic education are not over, even 
when a child leaves our schools without 
becoming a convert. To the teachers of 
former years belong the merit of this good 
work and conversion.” 


For one dollar your light will burn during the novena. 


OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


\ May 1-9. For Our Mother 


INTENTIONS: { June 1-9. For an Increase of Vocations 


Dear Friend: 


Who has not heard it—that 


On this beautiful Mothers’ Day 
offer your full measure of gratitude 
to Mother. Whether many miles 
separate you from her, or whether 


powerful command of our Divine 
Savior: “Going therefore teach ye 
all nations’? It has resounded 
from the walls of our churches 


times without number. It is the 
hurry call to arms, a roll of drums, 
and a winding of bugles, a rallying 
call to join the Army of Christ in 
the great conquest of souls. Today 
there is need of more soldiers, 
many more soldiers, to join His 
Army. The Cross, the Standard of 
Christ, will not keep pace with the 
rapid spread of false teachings 
unless the ranks of the apostles be 
increased. Today, Jesus calls the 
colored youth of America to a grand 
and noble crusade. He calls them 
to help free twelve million souls 
from the tyranny of sin. Pray that 
many Catholic colored young men 


she no longer dwells on earth, repay 
the unselfish devotion of a true 
mother’s heart. Sons and daugh- 
ters, as an expression of love and 
gratitude for your mother, gather 
before the throne of your Eucharis- 
tic King and ask Him to grant 
abundant blessing to your mother 
while she tarries in this land of 
exile, or to grant the eternal joys 
of heaven, a recompense for the 
fulfillment of her duties as mother. 
Do not lose this opportunity to re- 
pay her. Do not forget her on 
Mothers’ Day. Do not neglect her 
and leave her loveless. Remember 
| her with a spiritual gift. Make this 
novena for her. Flowers will wither, may step forward with the chival- 
but a spiritual gift will remain for- rous cry upon their lips: “Lo, here 
ever. I am O Lord, send me.” 


Mass Intentions 
Welcome 


Attitude Of Catholic Church Towards Colored Race 


Question: Please let me know the attitude of the Catholic Church towards the 
colored race? 


0. 


Answer: The attitude of the Catholic Church towards the colored race is essentially 


We are especially grateful for stipends 
sent to us, because they constitute for us 
one steady, definite and reliable way of uncireumcision, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free. But Christ is all and in all”; 


that of St. Paul, who declared: “there is neither Gentile nor Jew, circumcision nor 


supporting the Seminary. for “He is lord over all, rich unto all those who call upon him.” The principle which 


he enunciated is applicable to all men, for God is not “a respector of persons.” The 


We shall be especially grateful to the 
Reverend clergy if they will kindly con- 
sider us when making disposition of their 
{ surplus intentions. 


Church holds that the Negro, like the red man, the yellow man, and the white man, is 


a creature of God, endowed with the dignity of rational nature, and destined for eternal 


life with God. All men are children of one Father and brothers to one another. The 


We are also in a position to accept inten- 
tions for Tridiums and Novenas of Masses, 
also the so-called Gregorian Masses (thirty 


Church makes no distinction in regard to color. She will baptize and ordain and 


canonize the black man, as well as any other. It must be admitted, however, that these 


lofty principles are not always reduced to practice by Catholics, to the detriment of the 


' Masses said on thirty consecutive days). 
All intentions forwarded to us are guaran- Church’s prestige and to the harm of the Negro in his search for the true religion. 
teed prompt and conscientious attention. SIGN 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE MAY NOVENA! 
Cut out and mail to St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


ADOPT A STUDENT 


Would it not be a shame if a vo- 
cation to the priesthood and mis- 
sionary life were to be made im- 
possible because a poor boy had not 
the money; to support himself over 
the long years of study? God is 
i ae sending us many vocations. Will 
Enclosed find my s ne you send us the money to support 
offering our seminary? Support a student 
Address for a year, a month, or even a day. 

g Invest your money in a priest— 
City and State don’t let the bankers enjoy it. 


Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


Name 
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Negro Progress in the Last 50 Years 


Fifty years ago there were Catholic colored churches in St. Louis, Cincinnati, New 
York, Baltimore, Washington, Leavenworth and perhaps a few more places. There were 
about 15 priests engaged in caring for them, and a few small Catholic schools for 
colored children. Today there are 221 Negro churches and 249 priests working among 
them. The Negro schools comprise 189 parochial or mission schools, 15 orphanages, 
several boarding schools, three industrial schools, 49 high schools, one college, one 
preparatory seminary and one theological seminary. 


The number of pupils enrolled in Catholic schools for Negroes is at present 35,026 
children. In some of the schools a large proportion of the pupils are non-Catholics. 
Thirty-four religious orders of women supply about 1,000 teachers. and there are about 
200 Negro lay teachers. 


The objectives of Negro mission work have been the preservation of the faith 
among the Catholics, the recovery of the fallen-away, and the conversion of non- 
Cathelies. 


The first of these objectives has, to a large extent, been achieved. At least two- 
thirds of the Catholic Negroes are now being cared for in separate parishes and 
schools. In addition to these separate parishes, Negroes form a large part of the 
hundred other mixed parishes. 


The reclamation of negligent and fallen-away Catholics has been, and still is, an 
important part of the work of the missions, particularly in Louisiana and in the 
northern cities, where many Catholics from the South have lost touch with the Church 
and have become indifferent to the practice of their religion. 


The accession of converts has of late assumed considerable proportions. During 
the last year the baptisms of 4,755 adults were reported. In the last three years a total 
of 18,243 converts were made, and, about 35,000 in the last decade. Conversions have 
been numerous in the large industrial cities of the North and in the states of Alabama, 
Oklahoma, North Carolina, Florida, and Georgia. In the smaller Southern towns and 
in the country parishes the number of converts has been relatively small, owing largely 
to an unfriendly social environment. 


The chief means employed by the missions have been the organization of district 
Negro congregations with their own churches and parish life, and the establishment of 
Catholic schools for the double purpose of giving proper religious instruction to the 
Catholic children and of making contacts with the non-Catholic parents whose children 


are admitted to the schools. 
e e e 


Recently the Hearst newspapers spon- 142nd and 143rd Streets. A recent survey 


Negro education has _ benefited very 
much by the generous gifts of the former 
Steel King, Andrew Carnegie, and the 
Fund which he established. “Some of the 
most noteworthy contributions made within 
the past four decades include $600,000 to 
Tuskegee Institute; $100,000 to Atlanta 
University; $10,000 to Morehouse College. 


Officer Boyd Atkins of Chicago was ap- 
pointed highway policeman by Sheriff 
John Toman of Cook County last Novem- 
ber. Officer Atkins is the first Negro 
highway policeman ever appointed in the 
State of Hlinois. 


Harlem Hospital in New York City has 
for years been overcrowded. With the 
opening of a new addition in January the 
bed capacity has been increased from 325 
to 677. 


There are 181 Negro physicians prac- 
ticing in the State of New York. The 
Negro population of the State is 413,000. 


Dr. Frank S. Rankin, Staff Physician at 
the Chicago State Hospital, is the first 
colored doctor ever to receive a Fellowship 
in the Research and Educational Hospital 
of the University of Illinois. In the civil 
service examinations before his apponit- 
ment to the Chicago State Hospital Dr. 
Rankin ranked at the head of the list. 


Thru the courtesy of the Right Reverend 
Monsignor P. L. Keller, Rayne, La., we 
have just learned that a statue of Blessed 
Martin de Porres was publicly blessed in 
the Holy Rosary colored church in Galves- 
ton, Texas, in 1904. 


—_—_—— ee 
THE LADDER OF GENEROSITY 
100% I did 


sored a contest offering a prize of $1,000 
for the best cartoon about the tax- 
grabber. A New York Negro, E. Simms 
Campbell, won the contest. Mr. Campbell 
is an artist of ability, and many leading 
magazines make use of his illustrations. 


In January Eagle Scout John Brooks, 
age 17, a colored Boy Scout of Richmond, 
Va., was elevated to the highest rank in 
the Boy Scout Organization, because of 
meritorious activities. Brooks is a senior 
ted Cross Life Saver and holds a standard 
ted Cross first aid certificate. 


The oldest living pensioner of the United 
States Government is a Negro, Tom 
Thrash, or “Uncle Tom” as he is affec- 
tionately called by both white and colored. 
The Government records certify his age as 
115 years. He lives in a comfortable log 
cabin built for him by the Federal Govern- 
ment in Chickamauga National Park, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


New York is our most thickly populated 
American City, while the most thickly 
populated block in New York is in Harlem, 
hetween Seventh and Eighth Avenues and 


90% 1 will 
80% 1 can 
70% t think I can 
60% I might try 
50% 1 suppose I should 
40% What is it? 
30% I wish I could 
20% 1 don’t know 
10% 1 can't 
0% I won't 


showed that there are almost four thou- 
sand people living in this one block; or to 
be more exact, 3,871! That means a popu- 
lation in one block just about equal to the 
entire Negro population of San Francisco, 
Calif. 


The State of Oklahoma has passed a law 
that provides a maximum payment of $250 
a school year to Negro students in the 
State who are not able to obtain college 
and graduate courses in the schools pro- 


What's your percentage? 
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MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE JUNE NOVENA! 


Cut out and mail to St. Augustine's Seminary, Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Dear Father: 


Please request the Fathers, seminarians, brothers and students to remember the 
following intentions during Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena. 


AS ee ee, 
| Enclosed find my | Name 
| offerin 

. Address : 


City and State 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 


INTENTIONS: 


bear Friend: 


Mothers” 
itfer your full measure of gratitude 
to Mother. Whether miles 
separate you from her, or whether 


On this beautiful Dar 


many 
she no longer dwells on earth, repay 


the true 


mother’s heart. 


unselfish devotion of a 
Sons and daugh- 
ters, as an expression of love and 
vratitude for your mother, gather 
before the throne of your Eucharis- 
tic King ask Him to 
tbundant blessing to your mother 
this 


and grant 


she tarries in land of 
exile, or to grant the eternal joys 
of heaven, a the 
fulfillment of her duties as mother 
Do not lose this opportunity to re- 
pay her. Do 
Mothers’ Day. 


and leave her loveless. 


while 


reeompense for 


not forget her on 
Do not neglect her 
Remember 
her with a spiritual gift. Make this 
novena for her. Flowers will wither. 


but a spiritual gift will remain for- 


Mass Intentions 
Welcome 


Vi especially yvratcful for Tipe 
‘ I> eCaUuse hey constitute for 
) steady, definite d reliable way of 
po ne the Seminar 
W shall be especially grateful to the 
Reverend clergy if they will kindly co 
i€ Is when making disposition of thelr 
plus intentions 
We are also in a position to accept intel 
for Tridiums and Novenas of Masses, 
so the so-called Gregorian Masses (thirty 
Masses said on thirty consecutive days). 
All intentions forwarded to us are zuarat 


ed prompt 


lle 


and conscientious attention 


MAIL YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE MAY NOVENA! 


Cut out and mail to St 


ir Father 


request the Fathers, 


intentions during Our Mother of 


Please 


Wing 


Vane 
{ddress 


City and State 


Augustine's Seminary. Bay St. 


seminarians, 


Perpetual 


For Our Mother 


For an Increase of Vocations 


\ May 1-9. 
/ June 1-9. 

Who heard it——that 
powerful command of our Div-ene 
Savior: “Going therefore teach ye 
all nations’? It has resounded 
from the walls of our churches 
times without number. It is the 
hurry call to arms, a roll of drums, 
and a winding of bugles, a rallying 
eall to join the Army of Christ in 
the great conquest of souls. Today 


has not 


there is need of soldiers, 
many more soldiers, to join His 
Army. The Cross, the Standard of 
Christ, will not keep pace with the 
teachings 


more 


rapid spread of false 
unless the ranks of the apostles be 
increased. Today, Jesus calls the 
colored youth of America toa grand 
and noble crusade. He calls them 
to help free twelve million souls 
from the tyranny of sin. Pray that 
meny Catholic colored young men 
may step forward with the chival- 
“Lo, here 


rous ery upon their lips: 
Tam O Lord, send me.” 


Attitude Of Catholic Church Towards Colored Race 


Question Please let me know the attitude of the Catholic Church towards the 


colored race? 


Answer The attitude of the Catholic Church towards the colored race is essentially 
that of St Paul, who declared “there is neither Gentile nor Jew, circumcision noi 
incireumeision, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free. But Christ is all and in all”: 


The principle which 
The 


for “He rich unto all those who call upon him.” 


is lord over all, 


he enunciated 


Church holds that the Negro, like the 


ix applicable to all men, for God is not “a respector of persons.” 
red man, the yellow man, and the white man, Is 


iL creature of God, endowed with the dignity of rational nature, and destined for eternal 


life with God. All mer are children of one Father and brothers te one another, The 
Church makes ne distinction regard to color. She will baptize and ordain and 
canonize the black man, as well as any other. It must be admitted, however, that these 


lofty principles are not always reduced to practice by Catholics, to the detriment of the 
Church's prestige and to the harm of the Negro in his search for the true religion. 


SIGN 


ADOPT A STUDENT 


Would it not be a shame if a vo- 
cation to the priesthood and mis- 
sionary life were to be made im- 
possible because a poor boy had not 
the money to support himself over 
the long years of study? God is 
sending us many vocations. Will 
you send us the money to support 
our seminary? Support a student 
for a year, a month, or even a day. 
Invest your money in a_priest— 
don't let the bankers enjoy it. 


Louts, Miss 


brothers and students to remember the 


Help Novena 
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Negro Progress in the Last 50 Years 


hifty years ago there were Catholic colored churches in St. Louis, Cincinnati, New 
York, Baltimore, Washington, Leavenworth and perhaps a few mor places, There were 
about 15 priests engaged in caring for them, and a few small Catholic schools for 
colored children. Today there are 221 Negro churches and 249 priests working amone 
them. The Negro schools comprise 189 parochial or mission schools, 15 orphanages 
several boarding schools, three industrial schools, 49 high schools, one college, 
preparatory seminary and one theolegical seminary. 


The number of pupils enrolled in Catholic schools fo: Negroes is at present 
children. In some of the schools a large proportion of the pupils are nor 
rhirty-four religious orders of women supply about 1,000 teachers. and there 
00 Negro lay teachers. 


The objectives of Negro mission work have been the 
imong the Catholics, the recovery of the fallen-away, ane 
Cathehes. 


The first of these objectives has, to a large extent. been achieved \t 
thirds of the Catholic Negroes are now being cared for in separate parish 
chools. In addition to these separate parishes, Negroes form oa large part 
hundred other mixed parishes, 


The reclamation of negligent and fallen-away Catholies has been, and still is. ; 
mportant part of the work of the missions, particularly in Louisiana and in th 
northern cities, where many Catholics from the South have lost touch wi ; 
ind have become indifferent to the practice of their religion. 


The accession of converts has of late assumed considerable proportions During 
he last year the baptisms of 4,755 adults were reported. In the last thre years a total 
of 15,243 converts, were made, and, about 35,000 in the last decade. Conversions have 
been numerous in the large industrial cities of the North and in the states of Alabama 
klahoma, North Carolina, Florida, and Georgia. In the smaller Southern towns 
n the country parishes the number of converts has beer relatively small, owing large! 
6 an unfriendly social environment. 
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Announcer: “Good evening, ladies and 
gentlemen, this is station WSAS at St. 
Augustine’s Seminary. This evening it is 
our- pleasure to introduce again to our vast 
radio audience in a coast-to-coast hook-up, 
the well-known Chronicler with his regular 
talks. Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. News- 
hawk.” 


Howdy folks, how-do-you-do. Heah is 
yo’ ole fran’ Mr. Newshawk tryin’ to give 
you all Southern folks, and also you folks 
of the unseen audience scattered Down 
East, up North, and out West, a veritabie 
flood of news. ‘Pardon my Southern ac- 
cent,’ and I'll let the news go ’round and 
around. 


During the month of February the stu- 
dents of the college department came be- 
fore the footlights and celebrated Negro 
History Week. The program was divided 
between formal presentation of outstand- 
ing events in Negro History, and the dra- 
matising of special features of colored 
social life. Papers were read on the fol- 
lowing subjects: “Progress in Negro Edu- 
cation,” “Negro Spirituals,” “Carter 
Woodson,” “Toussaint L’Overture.” A 
brief discussion followed the presenting of 
the various topics. The dramatic section 
of the entertainment found high favor 
with the audience. A succession of short 
acts portrayed living conditions among the 
slaves in ante-bellum days. One almost 
thought he was listening to the slaves 
singing spirituals around the camp-fires, 
or watching the animated gestures of a 
gifted reciter as he told the story of the 
“Creation.” Comic relief was provided by 
a most realistic scene of domestic life fea- 
turing Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s, “Don’t 
fiddle that chune no mo’.” The program 
ended with the singing of the Negro Na- 
tional Anthem, by the entire assembly. 


March 7, the feast of the Angel of 
Schools, St. Thomas Aquinas, was cele- 
brated in grand style at the Seminary this 
year. Extra solemnity was added by the 
presence of His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend Richard O. Gerow, D.D., Bishop of 
Natchez, Miss., who graced the occasion 
by celebrating a Pontifical High Mass. 
His Excellency also presided at the Com- 
memorative Exercises, which was held in 
the Seminary Auditorium. The Chancellor 
of the Diocese, the Reverend D. J. 
O’Beirne, and some local pastors, were 
also present for the occasion. The pro- 
gram began with an address delivered by 
the Reverend Gerard Esser, S.V.D., Rector 
of the Seminary. During the address the 
Very Reverend Rector thanked His Excel- 
lency for attending the celebration, and for 
his many acts of kindness to St. Augus- 
tine’s. Then he explanied the purpose of 
the annual celebration of the Feast of St. 
Thomas, and concluded with a brief eulogy 
on St. Thomas. Two papers were pre- 
sented on the following topics: “St. Thomas 
as a Scholar,” and “The Origin of Re- 
ligion.” The usual Scholastic dissertation 
in. Latin was delivered by one of the 
philosophers who took as his theme: “Quid 
est Veritas”? (What is Truth?) The 
Major Seminary band played two pieces: 


WANTED 


Some twenty-five excellent Cath- 
olic colored boys of high school and 
college age who feel called to serve 
Christ in the Missionary Priesthood 
of the Society of the Divine Word. 


For further information please ad- 
dress: 


The Very Reverend Rector 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Millard’s “Ave Maria” and “Fantaisie 
Desoeuvree.” At the completion of the 
program, His Excellency arose and ad- 
dressed the assembly. In a few kindly 
words he showed how remarkably well St. 
Thomas combined great learning with hu- 
mility. He concluded his address with a 
few practical remarks on the application 
of true humility ‘to the incidents of every- 
day life. His Excellency presided at the 
high Mass the next day and also preached 
a sermon to the community. 


You push the middle valve down and the 
news goes down and around. In connection 
with the increasing popularity of the 
cause of Negro conversion, it is gratifying 
to note the general desire for the canon- 
iation of Blessed Martin de Porres. Sev- 
eral of our Catholic papers have of late 
been carrying articles relative to the prog- 
ress of his cause. Here at St. Augustine’s 
Seminary our Brothers have taken the 
initiative in promoting devotion to the 
Blessed Martin. Thru the energetic ef- 
forts of their Spiritual Director and the 
kindness of the Dominicans, they are now 
in possession of a statue of the South 
American lay-brother. Needless to say, 
the other divisions of the community view 
this treasure of the good Brothers with 
envious eyes. They speak threateningly 
of an altar to Blessed Martin in our new 
chapel, when the Church will have declared 
him a saint. However, one glance at the 
tightly-set lips and flashing eyes of the 
Novice Master, whenever the matter is 
broached, will convince even the most 
skeptical that the statue which is to grace 
the proposed altar will not come from St. 
Joseph’s Hall. vA 7 


Our Brothers are continuing the good 
work of transforming St. Augustine’s into 
a veritable bee hive of industry. Under 
their skilled hands the grounds of St. 
Augustine’s are being made into a “para- 
dise of pleasure” for the community. The 
Brothers do not, however, confine their 
attention to landscaping work, but attend 
to things of practical moment as well. 
Under the skilled guidance of Brother 
Alfred S.V.D., our venerable gardener, 
they have cleared out a track of forest 
land on our property, with a view of 
easing the strain on the Procurator’s purse. 
The timber was used for fuel, and the land 
will be cultivated later for the purpose of 
raising vegetables. Some enterprising 
postulants have started bee-raising and 


hope soon to be able to supply all with 
that delectable fluid—honey. Due credit 
must be also given to the Brothers engaged 
in the more prosaic tasks of laundering, 
tailoring, shoemaking and_truck-driving. 
And last but not least, our hats are off to 
the office force, who take care of the cor- 
respondence and of sending you this Mes- 
senger ever so often. Our hope is that 
their number increases. 


There is little difficulty in recognizing 
the fact that the baseball season is here. 
The ball keeps going ’round and around. 
Not even the most sequestered nook of the 
Seminary is sound proof against the 
vociferous yells of the knights of the bat 
and ball. Infected with the general en- 
thusiasm over the national pastime, even 
the staid scholastics have shaken off the 
rheumatic pains, and are practicing in 
earnest for the next encounter with the 
college students on the diamond. Our 
Brothers, too, have taken to baseball in- 
stead of volley-ball and spend their mo- 
ments of leisure throwing curves and 
knocking out flies. I said, that ball is 
going ’round and around, and it is, believe 
you me. 


In a few weeks school year will be over, 
and then the vacation will be going ’round 
and around. During the last weeks before 
the final examination the students will be 
seen scurrying to and fro with books under 
each arm, trying to cram in their last pos- 
sible hour of study before entering either 
to their success or doom. Every student 
is now one step closer to that great goal— 
the missionary priesthood. - Besides ad- 
vancing academically, every one has taken 
great strides in character building, com- 
mon sense, and practical arts—three ele- 
ments recessary to a missionary as book 
knowledge. The students here for their 
first year, are of the opinion that their 
education started this year; not that our 
Latin, English, Greek, mathematics, and 
science are different from those subjects 
taught elsewhere, but that the manner in 
which work is attacked is different— 
a: “All for the honor and glory of 
God.” 


Four young men will pass from their 
alma mater, St. Augustine’s Seminary, at 
the close of this school year. What con- 
solation this event will afford them! At 
the same time it offers pleasure and satis- 
faction to our friends and benefactors. 
Yes, you have often heard our appeals for 
help and assistance, and now you will 
begin to see the results of the sacrifices 
that you have made to help educate col- 
ored seminarians. You may be certain 
that the graduates will not forget their 
friends and benefactors on that eventful 
day when they will send a prayer of 
thanks and gratitude to the throne of God. 
The graduates will make their novitiate at 
East Troy, Wisconsin, and after two years 
will return to the Seminary to finish their 
studies. It is a pleasure for me to intro- 
duce the graduates. 
hails from Rye, N. Y. (the garden spot of 
America); Thomas Jones, Albany, N. Y. 
(remember me “Al”) ; John Novac. Clayton, 
Del. And now our Southern product from 


the lands of the pelican and Spanish moss, is 


I present Harold Perry, from Lake 
Charles, La., the boy with the Southern 
accent. Graduates, Bon voyage! 


Now folks, after we went ’round and 
around with the news in a big way, I must 
leave you. Thanks for listenin’, folks. 

Announcer: “Ladies and gentlemen, you 
have just listened to the Chronicler of St. 
Augustine’s. This is station WSAS, the 


voice of St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay St. . 


Louis, Miss.” 


Charles Henry who " 


aS 


